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OPENING THOUGHT
Because Paul wrote this letter to Titus to guide him in putting order to
churches in Crete, the letter lends itself well to being a summary for a
church should function and serve. In the first chapter, Paul dove into
the method and theology behind church leadership. He urged Titus to
appoint multiple elders in each church, while paying careful attention
to the personal qualifications of each elder. Chapter two then led into
Paul’s desire for each church’s members, which he began with a thought
on biblical discipleship.
Having addressed the need for discipling one another in how to
follow Christ more closely, the apostle now moves into a closely
related area: evangelism. There is a clear reason for why discipleship
and evangelism are brought up back to back because they are two
sides of the same coin. Both activities are about sharing and living the
gospel. Evangelism has us sharing the gospel with non-Christians in the
hope that they will also follow Christ. Discipleship has us sharing the
gospel with Christians in the hope that they will follow Christ in an ever
deeper relationship. Evangelism is discipleship for non-Christians, and
discipleship is evangelism for Christians. The two cannot be separated
from one another.
That being said, like discipleship, most Christians feel the need for
evangelism but are unaware of how to do it. Too many of us assume
that before sharing Christ with others we must have a masterylevel understanding the Bible, be a minister or aspiring minister, or
be supernaturally gifted in it. Though we should all aim for a great
understanding the Bible, every Christian is a minister, and God does
supernaturally use all of us for evangelism, the actual action behind
evangelism are not so strange or complicated as we make them.
Instead, Paul emphasizes our need to proclaim Christ with our lives
before we ever open our mouths.

SUGGESTED VERSES FOR
MEMORIZATION & MEDITATION
•

Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and
in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound speech that
cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to
shame, having nothing evil to say about us. (Titus 2:7-8)

•

Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in
everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not
pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they
may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. (Titus 2:9-10)

•

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:14-16)

ACTIONS TO CONSIDER
•

Consider particularly Paul’s words in verses 9-10. Do you, as an
employee, live out those verses? Take time to plan for how to
better obey Scripture.

•

Pray for God’s grace to live a life that adorns the gospel message.

READ VERSES 7-8 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING
1. Paul urges Titus to be a model of good works in everything. How
might our lives be a model for others?
2. The teaching of a Christian is meant to be marked by integrity,
dignity, and sound speech. What is biblically sound (or healthy)
speech?

READ VERSES 9-10 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING
3. Paul addresses these verses to slaves working for their masters,
but we can apply it today as employees and employers. How is
being an employee similar and different to being a slave?
4. The reasoning behind the Christian slaves’ good works is their
desire to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. How do our lives
adorn the truth of the gospel?
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