
OPENING THOUGHT 

Our study of the book of Genesis has led us from the creation and 
fall of the world to the life and faith of Abraham and now to the life of 
his offspring. Over the course of these chapters, we will read about 
Isaac, Abraham’s son, but the story will primarily focus upon Jacob, 
the son of Isaac. In the previous chapter, we read about Abraham’s 
death, his provision for Isaac beyond his death, and the birth of 
Isaac’s two sons. The chapter then ended with Jacob tricking his 
older brother into selling away his birthright.

Though Jacob is the primary figure of the chapters of our study, this 
is the only chapter of the Bible that gives its main focus to Isaac. In 
many ways, Isaac’s life is a less eventful mirror of his father’s life. Like 
Abraham, Isaac is faced with a famine, during which he must decide 
how to best provide for his family. Like Abraham, Isaac sojourns in a 
foreign land, and also like his father, Isaac forsakes his wife in order to 
protect himself. But most importantly, like Abraham, Isaac received 
the same covenantal blessings promised: a multitude of offspring, a 
land for them to dwell within, and a blessing for all nations through 
his offspring. 

Within this chapter, we have a snapshot of Isaac’s life. Overall, he 
was obedient in much the same ways as his father, but he also 
sinned after the pattern of Abraham. Isaac’s life foreshadows Jacob’s 
as well because Isaac engages in deception to save himself. But like 
Jacob, simply being himself exposed Isaac’s masquerade. Though it 
is a short section, we are able to view God’s grace, faithfulness, and 
blessing through Isaac’s sin and his obedience. 
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SUGGESTED VERSES FOR 
MEMORIZATION & MEDITATION

 
• And the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to 

Egypt; dwell in the land of which I shall tell you. Sojourn in this 
land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and 
to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish 
the oath that I swore to Abraham your father. I will multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring 
all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” 
(Genesis 26:2-5)

• And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, “I am 
the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you 
and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant 
Abraham’s sake.” So he built an altar there and called upon the 
name of the LORD and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac’s 
servants dug a well. (Genesis 26:24-25)

READ VERSES 1-5 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING 

1. When God appeared to Abraham, He commanded him to 
journey into a foreign land, and now in appearing to Isaac, God 
commands him to remain in Gerar through a famine, even though 
traveling to Egypt would have been more logical. What is faith? 
How is obedience related to faith?

2. God gives to Isaac the same promises that He gave to Abraham. 
How would Isaac’s offspring become a blessing to all nations?

READ VERSES 6-22 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING 

3. In Gerar, Isaac lied to the people by saying that Rebekah was his 
sister, hoping to save himself from being killed by them. How 
does lying and deception display a lack of faith? 

READ VERSES 23-35 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING 

4. Isaac’s blessings caught the attention of Abimelech once more, 
leading him to seek a treaty with Isaac to avoid any major conflict. 
In what ways in this chapter did Isaac’s life provide a good witness 
as God’s servant? In what ways was he a poor witness?

ACTIONS TO CONSIDER 

• Obey. Consider the relationship between faith and obedience. 
Evaluate your daily obedience to the Scriptures.

• Pray. Thank God for His promise to provide for us, and pray for 
faith to trust God in every circumstance and for the obedience 
to act in faith.
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