
OPENING THOUGHT 
After a life of wandering and conflict, Jacob has now settled down. 
Stealing the firstborn blessing and birthright from his brother created 
quite a tension within Jacob’s family, forcing him to flee for his life from 
Esau. But Jacob only ran into more conflict by marrying two sisters, 
blatantly loving one of them more, and having an incredibly 
selfish father-in-law. After twenty years, Jacob escaped back to his 
homeland, terrified of reuniting with Esau. But God was with Jacob. 
Esau’s anger at Jacob was gone, and since peace was made 
between the two of them, Jacob finally stopped wandering.

But given the events of this chapter, Jacob might have chosen a 
better town to settle within. While Jacob is camping beside the city 
of Shechem, his daughter, Dinah, begins to socialize with the women 
of the city. Soon we are told that Shechem, the prince of the land, 
rapes her and then goes to her father and brothers for her hand in 
marriage. Dinah’s brothers in particular are furious, but they agree to 
allow Shechem to marry Dinah if every man in the city is circumcised. 
Three days after the men circumcise themselves, Levi and Simeon raid 
the city, slaughtering all the men and plundering the city.

This chapter ranks with the Flood and Sodom narratives as being one 
of the most uncomfortable displays of sin within Genesis. There is no 
innocent party here. Shechem is a rapist. Hamor only wants to make a 
profit. Jacob refuses to defend his daughter. Dinah placed herself in 
a foolish situation. And Simeon and Levi go well beyond a justifying 
retaliation. However, even in the midst of the darkest sins, God is still 
gracious and in sovereign control.
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• Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble 
on me by making me stink to the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers are few, and if they 
gather themselves against me and attack me, I shall be destroyed, 
both I and my household.” But they said, “Should he treat our 
sister like a prostitute?” (Genesis 34:30-31)

• Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 
but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
(Romans 12:17-21) 

READ VERSES 1-7 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING 

1. Dinah goes out to see the women of the land of Shechem. This 
seems to have a negative connotation that her interaction with 
them was foolish. In what ways do you live foolishly? How are we 
to live in wisdom?

2. In these verses, Shechem is guided purely by his own desires. First, 
he sees Dinah, forcing her to lie with him. Next, he is 
captivated by, loves, and speaks tenderly to her. What are the 
dangers of allowing our want of pleasures to guide our lives? 
What must guide us instead? 

READ VERSES 8-31 AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING 

3. The intermarriage agreement between Jacob’s camp and the city
of Shechem goes completely against God’s command throughout
the Old Testament for Israel to refrain from marrying wives from

other tribes and nations. Why did God prohibit Israelites from 
marrying non-Israelites? 

4. Since they convinced the men of Shechem to circumcise
themselves, Simeon and Levi take advantage of their vulnerability 
by slaughtering all the men of the city, which is far too great of a 
retaliation against Shechem. Why did God command an eye 
for an eye in the Old Testament? What is the New Testament 
thought on vengeance and retaliation?

ACTIONS TO CONSIDER 

• Obey. Learning from Dinah and Shechem, consider areas of your
life where you are foolish or are guided by your own pleasures
and desires. How does the Bible teach you to live differently?

• Pray. In their zeal for justice, Simeon and Levi committed a
grievous sin themselves by slaughtering all the men in the city of
Shechem. Pray then that the Lord would give us a biblical view of
evil, justice, and retaliation.
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