
A
d
v
e
n
t

B
.
	
C
.
	
N
e
w
t
o
n





Advent

Devotional	Thoughts
for	the	Christmas	Season

study	notes
by	

b.	c.	newton



All	 Scripture	 quotations	 are	 taken	 from	 The
Holy	Bible,	English	Standard	Version,	copyright
2001	 by	 Crossway	 Bibles,	 a	 division	 of	 Good
News	Publishers.	Used	by	permission.	All	rights
reserved.	

Copyright	 ©	 	 2016	 	 by	 	 the	 	 author	 	 of	 	 this
book	 	 (Brandon	 	 Cole	 	 Newton).	 The	 book
author	 retains	 	 sole	 	 copyright	 	 to	 	 his
contributions	to	this	book.		







WEEK	1

THE	FIRST	PROMISE



INTRODUCTION
	
	
Advent	 is	 the	 coming	 or	 arrival	 of	 an	 important
person,	and	 there	 is	no	better	word	 for	describing
what	 the	 Christmas	 season	 should	 mean	 to
Christians.	We	know,	of	course,	 that	Jesus	was	not
likely	born	on	December	25;	however,	Christmas	 is
our	 set	 time	 for	 celebrating	 and	 remembering	 the
miraculous	coming	of	Christ.	
	
As	 I	 hope	 to	 show	 in	 this	 series	 of	 devotional
thoughts,	 the	 arrival	 of	 Christ	 is	 the	 most
spectacular	moment	 in	all	of	history	because	 in	the
incarnation,	God	displayed	His	 faithfulness	 to	 fulfill
all	 of	 His	 promises	 within	 the	 Old	 Testament.
Advent	 is	 fixated	 upon	 hope,	 specifically	 the	 hope
that	 God	 will	 be	 faithful	 to	 repair	 the	 devastating
effects	of	sin	upon	the	world	as	He	promised	to	do.	
	
Advent	traditionally	lasts	four	weeks	and	begins	on
the	 fourth	 Sunday	 until	 Christmas.	 I’ve	 included,
however,	 five	weeks	 of	 readings,	 so	 this	 book	will
last	 one	 week	 beyond	 the	 traditional	 season.	 The
readings	are	meant	to	cover	the	overall	story	of	the
Bible	through	snapshots.	We,	thus,	begin	in	Genesis
and	end	in	Revelation.	
	
You	 will	 notice	 then	 that	 each	 week	 covers	 a
particular	theme	or	time	frame	within	the	Scriptures.
In	 this	 first	 week	 of	 readings,	 we	 will	 read	 God’s
first	 promise	 of	 humanity’s	 Savior,	 the	 serpent-
crushing	offspring	of	woman.	We	will	then	see	how
the	early	generations	held	onto	 the	hope	of	God’s
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promise	 and	 how	 God	 would	 further	 reveal	 the
nature	 of	 the	 promised	 Savior.	 Let	 us,	 therefore,
commence	our	study	of	the	long-awaited	coming	of
Jesus	Christ.
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THE	FIRST	PROMISE	
	
I	will	put	an	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,
and	between	your	offspring	and	her	offspring;	He
shall	bruise	your	head,	and	you	shall	bruise	his	heel.
(Genesis	3:15)
	

God	created	the	world	good.	
	
Everything	was	good,	even	humans,	and	God	gave
the	 humans	 every	 good	 thing	 to	 enjoy,	 with	 the
command	not	to	eat	the	fruit	of	one	tree.	
	
Think	about	it,	endless	joy,	peace,	and	pleasure	with
only	one	prohibition.	
	
Setting	the	pattern	that	we	keep	following	today,	at
the	 prompting	 of	 a	 talking	 and	 deceptive	 serpent,
Adam	 and	 Eve	 chose	 the	 one	 forbidden	 tree	 over
everything	else,	and	nothing	was	ever	the	same.	
	
Every	 murder,	 rape,	 burglary,	 or	 lie	 derives	 from
this	first	sin.	
	
Even	 though	 sending	 humanity	 to	 hell	 right	 then
would	 have	 been	 completely	 justified,	 God	 had
other	plans.
	
Understandably,	Adam	and	Eve	fled	from	God	and
His	 judgment,	 but	 even	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 God’s
righteous	 judgments	 upon	 Adam,	 Eve,	 and	 the
serpent,	God	makes	a	promise.	In	fact,	it	is	the	first
in	 a	 series	 of	 promises	 that	 He	 would	 make
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throughout	 history.	 God	 promised	 that	 the
offspring	 of	 woman	 would	 bruise	 the	 serpent’s
head,	defeating	evil	and	sin	for	good.	
	
Thus,	 in	humanity’s	darkest	hour,	God	promised	us
a	savior,	a	Serpent-Crusher.	
	
This	 means	 that	 the	 virgin	 birth	 of	 Christ	 is	 not
simply	 God	 performing	 a	 really	 cool	 miracle;
instead,	 it	 reveals	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	 offspring	 of
woman,	 not	 man.	 Jesus	 was	 born	 of	 woman	 to
bruise	the	serpent’s	head,	ending	the	curse	of	sin.
	
Like	 Adam	 and	 Eve	 ran	 from	 God,	 the	 greatest
difficulty	 we	 will	 ever	 have	 with	 the	 Bible	 is	 truly
believing	the	gospel,	that	God	really	has	forgiven	all
our	sins	in	Christ.	When	you	sin,	do	you	turn	to	God
for	grace	or	hide	from	Him	like	Adam	and	Eve	did?
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A	SHATTERED	HOPE
	
Now	Adam	knew	Eve	his	wife,	and	she	conceived
and	bore	Cain,	saying,	“I	have	gotten	a	man	with
the	help	of	the	LORD.”	(Genesis	4:1)
	

Though	the	world	is	ravished	by	sin,	God’s	promise
of	 woman’s	 offspring	 being	 the	 Serpent-Crusher
gave	 hope	 to	 humanity,	 and	 in	 this	 verse,	 Eve
displays	 her	 hope	 in	 God’s	 promise	 after	 giving
birth	to	her	first	son,	Cain.	
	
There	is	such	a	joyful	optimism	to	her	words.	Surely,
she	hoped	 that	Cain	would	be	 the	Savior,	 the	one
who	 would	 reverse	 the	 curse	 of	 sin.	 Her	 hope	 in
Cain,	 however,	 is	 shattered	 when	 Cain	 coldly
murders	his	 younger	brother,	Abel,	out	of	 jealousy
and	anger.	
	
Sin	gives	birth	to	sin.	
	
Within	 one	 generation,	 eating	 forbidden	 fruit	 was
replaced	by	murder.	
	
Sin	 is	 a	 slippery	 slope,	 and	 humanity	 has	 been
sliding	downward	ever	since.	
	
Cain	was	not	the	Savior.	
	
In	fact,	his	entire	lineage	would	be	destroyed	in	the
Great	Flood.	
	
But	Eve’s	hope	in	God’s	promise	was	not	shattered;
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she	 continued	 hoping	 that	 God	 would	 bring	 the
offspring	through	the	lineage	of	her	third	son,	Seth.
The	story	of	Cain’s	sin	and	Eve’s	hope	in	him	is	the
first	 in	 a	 long	 line	 of	 watchful	 anticipation	 for	 the
fulfillment	 of	 God’s	 promise.	 Though	 generations
will	 come	 and	 generations	 will	 go	 without	 the
offspring’s	 arrival,	 “we	 hope	 for	 what	 we	 do	 not
see,	we	wait	for	it	with	patience	(Rom.	8:25).”
	
Like	Eve,	we	often	assume	that	we	know	how	God
will	 accomplish	 His	 will	 and	 plan;	 however,	 God’s
ways	 are	 not	 our	 ways	 nor	 are	 His	 thoughts	 our
thoughts	(Isa.	55:8).	Have	you	ever,	like	Eve,	felt	like
your	hope	was	 shattered?	Pray	 for	an	unshakeable
confidence	in	God’s	sovereignty.
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THE	BRINGER	OF	REST
	
When	Lamech	had	lived	182	years,	he	fathered	a
son	and	called	his	name	Noah,	saying,	“Out	of	the
ground	that	the	LORD	has	cursed,	this	one	shall
bring	us	relief	from	our	work	and	from	the	painful
toil	of	our	hands.”	(Genesis	5:28-29)
	

Genesis	5	 is	 the	Bible’s	 first	genealogy,	 and	within
it,	we	see	the	passage	of	time	and	generations.	
	
The	chapter	ends	with	Lamech’s	prayerful	naming	of
his	son,	Noah,	which	means	rest.	Lamech	called	his
son	 Noah	 because	 he	 hoped	 that	 Noah	 would	 be
the	one	to	break	humanity	free	from	the	sin’s	curse,
and	unlike	Cain,	Noah	seemed	to	have	potential.	
	
Genesis	 6-8	 tell	 how	 humanity	 became	 so	 wicked
that	God	destroyed	them	all	with	a	great	flood,	yet
in	His	mercy,	God	spares	Noah	and	his	family.	After
the	flood,	Noah	almost	looks	like	a	new	Adam	upon
a	new	earth.	
	
Could	God	use	Noah	to	defeat	sin	and	evil?
	
Unfortunately,	 for	 all	 of	 Lamech’s	 hope,	Noah	was
no	 better	 than	 anyone	 else	 on	 the	 planet.	 God
saved	 Noah	 from	 the	 flood	 only	 because	 of	 His
mercy	and	grace.	
	
In	Genesis	9,	Noah	followed	the	pattern	of	Adam	by
getting	drunk	on	the	first	vineyard	he	planted	after
the	flood.
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Noah	failed	to	be	the	bringer	of	rest	that	his	father
hoped	 him	 to	 be,	 but	 where	 Noah	 failed,	 Jesus
would	succeed.	By	 living	a	sinless	 life,	 Jesus	would
truly	 be	 the	 new	Adam,	 and	He	would	 die,	 not	 as
punishment	 for	 His	 own	 sins,	 but	 for	 the	 sins	 of
everyone	 else.	 Only	 Jesus’	 life,	 death,	 and
resurrection	can	bring	us	relief	from	sin’s	curse.	
	
Though	 God	 used	 Noah	 for	 His	 glory,	 Noah	 still
sinned	 along	 with	 the	 rest	 of	 humanity.	 Likewise,
how	has	God	been	faithful	to	use	you	even	though
you	still	sin?
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A	BLESSING	FOR	ALL	THE	EARTH
	
I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	him	who
dishonors	you	I	will	curse,	and	in	you	all	the	families
of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.	(Genesis	12:3)
	

Though	 sin	 entered	 the	 world	 through	 Adam	 and
Eve,	 God	 did	 not	 forsake	 humanity;	 in	 fact,	 He
promised	that	the	offspring	of	woman	would	come
as	the	Savior.	
	
This	was	good	news	spoken	into	the	darkest	hour,	a
thread	of	light	upon	the	horizon.	
	
As	 the	 generations	 came	 and	 went,	 God	 did	 not
forget	His	promise.	
	
One	 day,	 God	 called	 out	 to	 a	 man	 named	 Abram
(later	 to	 be	 called	 Abraham)	 and	 made	 three
gigantic	promises	to	him.	God	promised	to	give	him
a	 son	 (because	 his	 wife	 was	 barren),	 to	 make	 a
mighty	 nation	 from	 his	 offspring,	 and	 to	 give	 his
descendants	the	land	of	Canaan.
	
But	 there	 is	 an	 even	 greater	 depth	 to	 God’s
promises	to	Abraham.	
	
God	declares	that	all	the	families	(or	nations)	of	the
earth	will	be	blessed	through	Abraham.	
	
How	is	this	possible?	
	
Paul	 tells	 us	 explicitly	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	prophesied
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offspring	of	Abraham	(Gal.	3:16).	Followers	of	Jesus
are	certainly	blessed	(Eph.	1:3),	and	we	are	told	that
they	 will	 be	 found	 among	 every	 nation	 (Rev.	 7:9).
Thus,	Jesus	 is	 the	ultimate	fulfillment	of	Abraham’s
promise.	
	
The	coming	of	Jesus	is	the	blessing	of	every	nation
on	earth.
	
We	 must	 remember	 that	 Jesus,	 as	 Abraham’s
promised	 offspring,	 is	 the	 great	 blessing	 that	 will
repair	 the	 curse	 of	 sin	 among	 every	 nation	 and
people	 group.	 Take	 a	 few	 moment,	 therefore,	 to
pray	for	the	expansion	of	the	gospel	into	the	all	the
nations	of	the	earth.
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THE	SCEPTER	OF	JUDAH
	
The	scepter	shall	not	depart	from	Judah,	nor	the
ruler’s	staff	from	between	his	feet,	until	tribute
comes	to	him;	and	to	him	shall	be	the	obedience	of
the	peoples.	(Genesis	49:10)
	

Of	Abraham’s	twelve	great-grandchildren,	Joseph’s
life	is	the	most	well-known.	
	
As	 his	 father’s	 favorite	 son,	 Joseph	 was	 sold	 into
slavery	in	Egypt	by	his	ten	older	brothers;	however,
by	 the	 providence	 of	 God,	 Joseph	 rose	 to	 be
second-in-command	to	Pharaoh.	
	
Thus,	 when	 we	 think	 of	 the	 promised	 Serpent-
Crusher,	 we	 would	 imagine	 him	 to	 come	 from
Joseph’s	 lineage,	 yet	 Jacob	 made	 a	 different
prediction	about	his	sons.	
	
On	 his	 deathbed,	 Jacob	 gives	 blessings	 to	 his
children	and	proclaims	 that	his	 fourth	 child,	 Judah,
would	 one	 day	 be	 praised	 by	 all	 of	 his	 brothers.
Though	 Joseph	 had	 a	 similar	 vision	 of	 himself	 and
though	 he	 wielded	 the	 ruler’s	 scepter	 in	 Egypt,
Jacob	gives	the	royal	decree	to	Judah,	not	Joseph.	
	
This	 promise	 was	 partially	 fulfilled	 when	 David
became	 king	 of	 Israel,	 but	 more	 significantly,	 it
points	 to	 the	 promised	 Savior,	 who	 would	 be	 a
blessing	 for	all	 the	earth.	Therefore,	we	now	know
that	 the	 Serpent-Crusher	would	be	 an	 offspring	 of
Judah	and	a	ruler	of	all	peoples.
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Indeed,	 Jesus	 is	 the	 descendant	 of	 Judah	 who
comes	 to	 rule	 the	 nations,	 as	 the	 hope	 of	 the	 all
people	(Rom.	5:12).	He	is	the	promised	offspring	of
woman,	who	is	both	Savior	and	King.
	
As	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 promises	 given	 to	 Judah,
Jesus	is	the	rightful	king	and	ruler	over	all	people.	In
what	ways	do	you	submit	your	 life	daily	to	the	rule
and	reign	of	Christ	as	your	king?
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GOD	INTERVENES	&	DELIVERS
	
Then	the	LORD	said,	“I	have	surely	seen	the
afflictions	of	my	people	who	are	in	Egypt	and	have
heard	their	cry	because	of	their	taskmasters.	I	know
their	sufferings,	and	I	have	come	down	to	deliver
them...”	(Exodus	3:7-8)
	

The	story	of	Moses	and	the	Exodus	of	the	Israelites
from	Egypt	is	one	of	the	most	well-known	accounts
in	the	Bible.
	
And	it	all	began	at	the	end	of	Genesis.	
	
Joseph	 became,	 through	 the	 providence	 of	 God,
second	 in	command	of	Egypt.	He	then	brought	his
father	 and	 brothers	 into	 Egypt	 to	 dwell	 with	 him
while	 a	 famine	 plagued	 the	 world.	 During	 the
following	 four	 hundred	 years,	 the	 twelve	 sons	 of
Jacob	 became	 a	 large	 people	 and	 were	 taken	 as
slaves	by	the	Egyptians.	
	
It	seemed	that	most	of	the	Israelites	had	little	faith
that	 the	 God	 of	 their	 fathers	 would	 ever	 deliver
them	out	of	the	Egyptians’	hands.	
	
However,	 in	 the	 third	 chapter	 of	 Exodus,	 God
appears	 to	 a	man	 named	Moses	 in	 the	midst	 of	 a
burning	 bush	 and	 tells	 Moses	 that	 He	 is	 going	 to
deliver	the	Israelites	out	of	Egypt.	
	
At	times,	I	fear	that	our	familiarity	with	the	story	can
rob	us	of	wonder.	For	instance,	in	these	two	verses
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alone,	we	are	shown	incredible	attributes	of	God.	
	
First,	God	reveals	that	He	cares	about	the	suffering
of	people.	
	
Second,	He	delivers.	
	
Not	 only	 does	 God	 care,	 but	 He	 takes	 action	 to
save	His	people.	
	
God	saw	the	suffering	of	the	Israelites	in	Egypt	and
came	down.	God	delivered	His	people	out	of	 their
bondage.	
	
The	 entire	 story	 of	 the	 Exodus	 foreshadows	 the
greater	 exodus	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 would	 bring.
Moses	 freed	 the	 people	 from	 the	 Egyptians,	 but
Jesus	came	to	free	us	from	sin.	
	
Just	as	God	freed	the	Israelites	from	the	slavery	of
Egypt,	 He	 delivered	 us	 from	 the	 curse	 of	 sin	 in
Christ,	having	seen	its	affliction	upon	us.	Take	time
to	 think	 through	 past	 sins	 that	 God	 delivered	 you
out	of.
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A	PROPHET	LIKE	MOSES
	
I	will	raise	up	for	them	a	prophet	like	you	from
among	their	brothers.	And	I	will	put	my	words	in	his
mouth,	and	he	will	shall	speak	to	them	all	that	I
command	him.	And	whoever	will	not	listen	to	my
words	that	he	shall	speak	in	my	name,	I	myself	will
require	it	of	him.	(Deuteronomy	18:18-19)
	

After	 using	 Moses	 to	 deliver	 the	 Israelites	 from
Egypt,	God	 led	His	people	 through	 the	wilderness
toward	 the	 land	 of	 Canaan	 that	 He	 promised	 to
Abraham.	 Yet	 because	 of	 the	 rebellious	 and
discontent	 nature	 of	 the	 people,	 God	 sent	 them
wandering	 for	 forty	 years	 before	 they	 could	 enter
Canaan.	
	
At	the	end	of	those	forty	years,	Moses	stood	before
the	 Israelites	to	give	them	his	 final	sermons	before
he	 died	 and	 they	 entered	 the	 land.	 Those	 final
sermons	 of	 Moses	 are	 collected	 into	 the	 book	 of
Deuteronomy.
	
When	 God	 had	 spoken	 to	 the	 people	 directly	 in
Deuteronomy	5,	they	begged	for	Moses	to	be	their
intermediary,	 lest	 God’s	 voice	 kill	 them	 with	 its
power.	So	Moses’	role	as	a	prophet	was	to	speak	to
the	 people	 on	 God’s	 behalf.	 With	 his	 final
proclamations	 to	 the	 Israelites,	 Moses	 prophesied
about	another	prophet	that	would	one	day	come.	
	
In	 one	 sense,	 Moses	 was	 promising	 that	 God	 will
always	communicate	to	His	people	via	prophets,	yet
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both	Peter	and	Stephen	also	apply	 this	promise	 to
Jesus	specifically	(Acts	3:22,	7:37).	
	
As	 the	 Prophet	 (John	 1:25),	 Jesus	 ultimately	 and
perfectly	fulfills	the	role	of	all	the	prophets,	which	is
declare	 to	 people	 the	 Word	 of	 God.	 To	 ignore
God’s	prophets	was	to	ignore	God’s	very	words.	
	
Jesus	is	different.	
	
He	not	only	spoke	the	Word	of	God,	He	is	the	Word
of	God.	
	
Though	 Moses,	 Elijah,	 and	 the	 others	 were	 great
prophets,	 each	 one	 of	 them	 pointed	 toward	 the
Prophet,	 the	 promised	 Savior,	 Jesus	 Christ.	 How
often	you	spend	reading	the	Word	of	God,	and	how
do	you	allow	God’s	Word	to	direct	your	life	daily?
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WEEK	2

THE	COMING	KING
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INTRODUCTION
	
	
God’s	 over-arching	 epic	 narrative	 for	 humanity
began	 in	Genesis	 and	 slowly	 forms	 a	 crescendo	of
anticipation	 for	 the	 coming	 Savior,	 the	 Serpent-
Crusher.	 From	week	 one,	we	 know	 that	 He	would
be	the	offspring	of	woman,	coming	from	Abraham’s
lineage	 (and	Judah’s	 line,	 to	be	more	 specific).	We
also	 know	 that	 Israel’s	 exodus	 from	 Egypt
prefigures	the	coming	of	the	Moses-like	Prophet	to
free	 His	 people	 from	 sin,	 and	 before	 his	 death,
Moses	told	Israel	to	watchfully	await	this	Prophet.	
	
Following	 his	 death,	 Moses’	 disciple,	 Joshua,	 led
Israel	into	Canaan,	conquering	the	land	promised	to
them	 through	 Abraham.	 For	 the	 next	 400	 years,
Israel	 is	 ruled	 by	 God	 through	 designated	 judges;
however,	the	Israelites	eventually	demand	to	God’s
prophet,	 Samuel,	 that	 they	want	 a	 king	 like	 all	 the
other	 nations.	 Samuel	 reluctantly	 appoints	 the	 first
king	 of	 Israel,	 Saul	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Benjamin.	 We
quickly	 learn,	 however,	 that	 Saul	 is	 quite	 a	 terrible
king,	 so	 the	 LORD	 has	 Samuel	 anoint	 a	 new	 king
from	the	tribe	of	Judah,	David.	
	
The	heart	of	this	week’s	readings	is	God’s	covenant
with	 David	 in	 2	 Samuel	 7.	 In	 that	 chapter,	 God
promises	 to	give	 to	David	an	offspring	 that	will	 sit
on	 the	 throne	 forever.	 This,	 of	 course,	 is	 the
promised	offspring	from	Genesis	3:15.	He	will	come
from	the	lineage	of	David,	and	the	Serpent-Crusher
will	be	an	eternal	king,	whose	reign	over	the	entire
earth	will	never	end.
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AN	UNEXPECTED	KING
	
	
Then	Samuel	took	the	horn	of	oil	and	anointed	him
in	 the	midst	 of	 his	 brothers.	 And	 the	 Spirit	 of	 the
LORD	 rushed	 upon	 David	 from	 that	 day	 forward.
And	Samuel	rose	up	and	went	to	Ramah.	(1	Samuel
16:13	ESV)
	
	
Saul	was	not	a	good	king.	
	
In	fact,	he	was	terrible	at	being	a	king.	
	
Saul	 disobeyed	 the	 LORD	 by	 making	 a	 sacrifice
instead	of	waiting	for	Samuel	to	make	it,	he	made	a
hasty	vow	that	almost	killed	his	son,	and	he	defied
God’s	command	by	keeping	spoils	of	war	that	God
forbade.	
	
It	is	no	surprise	then	that	God	rejected	Saul	as	king
in	1	Samuel	15.	
	
The	LORD	soon	sent	Samuel	to	the	house	of	Jesse,
a	descendant	of	Judah.	Samuel	was	to	anoint	one	of
Jesse’s	 sons	as	 the	next	king	of	 Israel,	 and	one	by
one,	seven	of	Jesse’s	sons	came	before	Samuel.	But
the	LORD	rejected	each	of	them.	
	
Samuel	 asked	 if	 there	was	 another,	 and	with	what
appears	to	be	some	reluctance,	Jesse	told	him	that
the	 youngest	 was	 keeping	 the	 sheep.	 David,	 the
youngest	 of	 his	 brothers,	 was	 brought	 before
Samuel	and	anointed	to	be	the	next	king	of	Israel.
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Interestingly,	 this	 practice	 of	 anointing	 God’s
chosen	 servants	 would	 lead	 to	 one	 of	 the	 most
common	titles	for	the	Serpent-Crusher:	Messiah	(or
Christ),	which	means	anointed	one.
	
No	one	expected	David	to	be	anointed	as	king.	
	
We	are	 told	 that	Eliab,	David’s	eldest	brother,	had
the	 physical	 stature	 of	 a	 king,	 so	 that	 Samuel
immediately	assumed	him	to	be	the	king	whenever
he	first	saw	him.	
	
David,	by	contrast,	was	 just	a	youth	with	 the	 lowly
familial	chore	of	shepherding	the	sheep.	
	
God,	 however,	 reminds	 Samuel	 that	 He	 does	 not
see	 how	 humans	 see:	 “man	 looks	 on	 the	 outward
appearance,	 but	 the	 LORD	 looks	 on	 the	 heart	 (v.
7).”
	
Like	 Samuel,	 do	 you	 tend	 to	 let	 outward
appearances	guide	your	judgment?	
	
More	 pointedly,	 is	 your	 worship	 of	 God	 outward
alone	or	does	it	flow	from	the	heart?



20

THE	ETERNAL	KING
	
	
When	your	days	are	fulfilled	and	you	 lie	down	with
your	fathers,	I	will	raise	up	your	offspring	after	you,
who	shall	come	from	your	body,	and	I	will	establish
his	 kingdom.	 He	 shall	 build	 a	 house	 for	my	 name,
and	 I	 will	 establish	 the	 throne	 of	 his	 kingdom
forever.	(2	Samuel	7:12-13	ESV)
	
	
If	 we	 consider	 the	 life	 of	 David,	 he	 appears	 to	 be
the	 Bible’s	 best	 candidate	 yet	 for	 the	 Serpent-
Crusher.	
	
Think	about	it.	
	
He	 came	 from	 the	 lineage	 of	 Abraham,	 and	 he
became	a	king	 from	the	 line	of	Judah.	While	still	 a
youth,	David	became	Israel’s	champion	by	slaying	a
giant,	 Goliath,	 in	 combat.	 And	 though	 anointed
king,	 David	 still	 served	 Saul	 gladly	 and	 faithfully,
even	though	Saul	repeatedly	tried	to	kill	him.	
	
In	 2	 Samuel	 7,	 King	 David	 declared	 his	 intent	 to
build	 God	 a	 house,	 a	 temple	 for	 the	 Ark	 because
the	Ark	of	God’s	presence	was	kept	in	a	tent	since
the	days	of	Moses.	
	
It	 seemed	 like	 a	 great	 idea,	 but	 God	 countered
David’s	 offer.	 The	 LORD	 decided	 that	 instead	 of
David	building	Him	a	house,	He	would	build	a	house
for	 David.	 The	 beacon	 of	 David’s	 house	 would	 be
his	offspring	that	God	would	give	an	eternal	throne
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and	a	kingdom	that	lasts	forever.	
	
God’s	 words	 to	 David	 have	 a	 distinctly	 dual
application.	
	
First,	 Solomon	 is	 the	 immediate	 fulfillment,	 as	 he
did	 construct	 the	 temple.	 However,	 Solomon	 did
not	 fulfill	 this	 completely	 or	 else	 he	 would	 still	 be
reigning	as	king	today.	Instead,	God	gave	to	David
the	 glorious	 promise	 that	 the	 Savior	 was	 going	 to
be	his	offspring,	coming	from	his	lineage,	and	would
rule	as	king	for	all	eternity.
	
If	 you	 truly	 believe	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	 reigning
Messiah,	the	offspring	of	David,	do	you	submit	your
entire	life	to	Him	and	His	commands?	
	
Is	there	any	area	or	aspect	of	your	 life	that	you	do
not	fully	give	over	to	your	King?
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A	REPENTANT	KING
	
David	said	to	Nathan,	“I	have	sinned	against	the
LORD.”	And	Nathan	said	to	David,	“The	LORD	also
has	put	away	your	sin;	you	shall	not	die.”	(2	Samuel
12:13)
	

The	 events	 of	 2	 Samuel	 11	 are	 nothing	 short	 of	 a
tragedy.	
	
Deciding	 one	 spring	 not	 to	 go	 to	 war	 with	 his
armies,	 David	 stayed	 in	 the	 comfort	 of	 his	 palace
instead.	While	 walking	 around	 one	 day,	 he	 looked
out	 the	 window	 to	 see	 a	 woman	 bathing	 on	 her
rooftop.	Fixated	upon	her	beauty,	David	called	her
to	 his	 palace	 and	 slept	 with	 her.	 Soon	 he	 learned
that	 she	 was	 pregnant,	 and	 because	 her	 husband,
Uriah,	was	a	noble	soldier,	David’s	attempt	to	have
Uriah	 leave	 the	 battlefield	 to	 sleep	 with	 his	 wife
failed.	 In	 desperation	 to	 hide	 his	 sin,	 David	 had
Uriah	murdered	in	the	heat	of	battle.
	
Months	 passed,	 and	 Bathsheba,	 now	David’s	 wife,
gave	birth	to	David’s	son.	
	
The	 sin	 was	 successfully	 hidden;	 David	 could
proceed	with	business	as	usual.	
	
But	God	had	other	plans.	
	
He	sent	Nathan	the	prophet	to	rebuke	David	with	a
parable	 about	 a	 wealthy	 man	 who	 slaughters	 his
poor	neighbor’s	beloved	and	only	lamb	rather	than
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using	one	of	his	many	lambs.	When	David	becomes
angry	 at	 the	 story,	 Nathan	 declared	 that	 David	 is
the	wealthy	man	and	Uriah	was	the	poor	man.	
	
David	 was	 caught	 red-handed	 before	 God.	 The
anointed	king	was	now	an	adulterer	and	murderer.	
	
Though	we	knew	from	chapter	7	that	David	was	not
the	Savior,	we	now	get	a	glaring	display	of	why	he
was	not	the	Serpent-Crusher.	
	
The	 coming	 Messiah,	 though	 wounded	 by	 the
serpent,	would	smash	the	serpent’s	head;	He	would
defeat	 sin	 and	 evil	 decisively.	 David,	 however,	 did
not	conquer	sin	but	was	conquered	by	sin.	
	
Fortunately,	because	Jesus	would	defeat	sin,	David
was	 able	 to	 come	 before	 God	 in	 repentance,
penning	Psalm	51	for	our	benefit	and	giving	words
to	the	repentant	heart.
	
Take	time	today	to	consider	and	repent	of	any	sins
you	 have	 committed.	 Use	 Psalm	 51	 to	 guide	 your
prayerful	repentance.
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A	WISE	KING
	
And	God	gave	Solomon	wisdom	and	understanding
beyond	measure,	and	breadth	of	mind	like	the	sand
on	the	seashore,	so	that	Solomon’s	wisdom
surpassed	the	wisdom	of	all	the	people	of	the	east
and	all	the	wisdom	of	Egypt.	(1	Kings	4:29)
	

On	 his	 death	 bed,	 David	 bypassed	 the	 traditional
succession	 of	 kings	 in	 the	 ancient	 world	 by
appointing	Solomon	instead	of	his	eldest	living	son,
Adonijah.	
	
Born	to	David	by	Bathsheba,	Solomon	was	beloved
by	 the	 LORD	 from	 his	 birth.	 In	 fact,	 God	 sent
Nathan	to	David	upon	Solomon’s	birth	to	give	him	a
second	name,	Jedidiah,	which	means	beloved	of	the
LORD.	 So	 from	 the	 beginning	 of	 his	 life,	 Solomon
already	had	favor	with	God.	
	
In	1	Kings	3,	God	came	to	Solomon	in	dream,	saying
that	because	he	loved	the	LORD	like	David	did,	the
LORD	would	give	him	anything	he	asked.	The	new
king	 humbly	 asked	 God	 for	 wisdom	 to	 lead	 the
people	 of	 Israel.	 The	 LORD	 loved	 this	 answer	 and
declared	that	because	he	did	not	ask	for	 longevity,
riches,	 or	 safety,	 God	 would	 give	 those	 to	 him
anyway.	
	
And	God	did	as	He	promised.	
	
Solomon	 became	 wise	 without	 equal,	 and	 he
became	rich.	The	king	was	so	wealthy	that	he	is	still

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



25

considered	one	of	the	richest	men	to	ever	live.	And
the	 LORD	 finished	by	giving	 Solomon’s	 reign	 forty
years	 of	 peace,	 which	 is	 still	 unheard	 of	 in	 Israel
today!	
	
But	though	God	greatly	blessed	and	used	Solomon
to	 build	 the	 temple,	 he	 was	 still	 not	 the	 perfect
fulfillment	of	the	promise	that	God	made	to	David.
As	 we	 will	 read	 tomorrow,	 for	 all	 of	 his	 wisdom,
even	Solomon	could	not	overcome	the	curse	of	sin.
	
Like	 Solomon,	 James	 tells	 us,	 “If	 any	 of	 you	 lacks
wisdom,	 let	him	ask	God,	who	gives	generously	 to
all	 without	 reproach,	 and	 it	 will	 be	 given	 him.”
Therefore,	make	your	prayer	today	for	God-granted
wisdom.
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A	WAYWARD	KING
	
For	when	Solomon	was	old	his	wives	turned	away
his	heart	after	other	gods,	and	his	heart	was	not
wholly	true	to	the	LORD	his	God,	as	was	the	heart
of	David	his	father.	(1	Kings	11:4)
	

Solomon	 was	 the	 living	 embodiment	 of	 the
American	dream.	
	
With	God-granted	wisdom,	he	was	one	of	the	most
intelligent	men	to	walk	the	earth.	
	
The	sheer	enormity	of	his	wealth	would	even	make
Bill	Gate	envious.	
	
His	 reign	signified	 the	height	of	 Israel’s	power	and
influence,	which	gave	him	vast	political	and	religious
authority	(picture	the	President	and	the	Pope	rolled
into	one).	
	
With	 700	 wives	 and	 300	 concubines,	 he	 had	 a
physical	harem	that	rivals	even	digital	ones	today.	
	
Solomon	had	it	all.	
	
Or	so	it	would	seem.	
	
In	this	verse,	we	read	that	his	large	harem	proved	to
be	his	undoing.	Taking	many	of	his	wives	as	political
power-plays,	 they	 came	 from	 all	 corners	 of	 the
earth,	 bringing	 with	 them	 their	 own	 gods.
Eventually,	Solomon	turned	his	heart	away	from	the
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LORD,	betraying	 the	God	of	 his	 father,	David.	 For
all	 of	 the	 promise	 and	 wisdom	 that	 Solomon
showed,	even	he	could	not	overcome	in	himself	the
curse	of	sin.	
	
Ecclesiastes	 is	 traditionally	 taught	 to	 be	 the	 final
teachings	of	Solomon,	turning	his	heart	back	to	the
LORD	at	 the	end	of	his	 life.	 Though	we	cannot	be
certain,	Ecclesiastes	does	seem	to	fit	the	bill.	In	that
book,	we	have	a	brief	commentary	on	life	under	the
curse	of	sin.	 It’s	a	brutally	honest	 look	at	 the	mess
that	 sin	 has	 made	 of	 the	 world,	 while	 ultimately
coming	 to	 the	 conclusion	 that	 God	 alone	 is	 the
answer	to	finding	meaning	and	peace.	
	
Even	 Solomon	 with	 all	 his	 wisdom	 could	 not
withstand	triumph	over	sin	by	himself,	pray	then	for
God’s	grace	to	“deliver	us	from	evil	(Matt.	6:13).”
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A	FOOLISH	KING
	
But	he	[Rehoboam]	abandoned	the	counsel	that	the
old	men	gave	him	and	took	counsel	with	the	young
men	who	had	grown	up	with	him	and	stood	before
him.	(1	Kings	12:8)
	

After	Solomon’s	death,	his	son	Rehoboam	ascended
to	the	throne	of	Israel.	The	new	king’s	wisdom	and
leadership	are	immediately	put	to	the	test	when	the
people	of	Israel	come	before	Rehoboam	to	make	a
request.	 They	 claimed	 that	 Solomon	 worked	 them
with	 a	 heavy	 yoke	 and	 asked	 Rehoboam	 to	 be
kinder	to	them.	
	
Rehoboam	 told	 the	 assembly	 to	 return	 in	 three
days,	and	he	would	answer	them.	During	that	time,
Rehoboam	 sought	 counsel	 from	 Solomon’s	 advisor
(who	were	old	men)	and	from	his	friends	(who	were
young	 like	 him).	 The	 old	 men	 told	 Rehoboam	 to
serve	 the	 people	 now,	 and	 they	would	 then	 serve
him	 for	 life.	 The	 young	men	 told	 him	 to	 exert	 his
dominion	 by	 making	 their	 work	 harder.	 Foolishly,
Rehoboam	went	with	the	young	men’s	counsel.	
	
This	 event	 broke	 Israel	 in	 two.	 Ten	 of	 the	 twelve
tribes	 rebelled	 against	 Rehoboam	 and	 made
another	man,	 Jeroboam,	 king	 over	 them.	Only	 the
tribes	 of	 Judah	 and	 Benjamin	 remained	 with
Rehoboam	 for	 the	 sake	 of	 God’s	 love	 for
Rehoboam’s	grandfather,	David.
	
Out	of	foolishness,	King	Rehoboam	severed	Israel.
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Though	 David	 and	 Solomon	 both	 gave	 hope	 that
they	 might	 be	 the	 promised	 offspring	 of	 woman,
Rehoboam	immediately	assures	us	that	he	is	not.	He
does	the	very	opposite	of	uniting	people	under	his
rule,	 and	 for	 the	 next	 several	 hundred	 years,	 his
descendants	would	do	no	better.	
	
Fortunately,	 Jesus	would	 come	 and	 be	 a	wise	 and
kind	 king	 to	 His	 people.	 While	 Rehoboam	 made
their	yoke	heavier,	Jesus	gives	 to	us	a	yoke	that	 is
easy	and	a	burden	that	is	light	(Matt.	11:30).
	
Jesus	 is	 a	 far	 greater	 and	 wiser	 king	 than
Rehoboam,	who	urges	us	 to	come	to	Him	 for	 rest.
In	 what	 ways	 have	 you	 found	 Jesus’	 words	 in
Matthew	11:28-30	to	be	true?	How	have	you	found
rest	in	Christ?
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THE	PRIESTLY	KING
	
The	LORD	has	sworn	and	will	not	change	his	mind,
“You	are	a	priest	forever	after	the	order	of
Melchizedek.”	(Psalm	110:4)
	

For	 the	 final	day	of	week	 two,	we	 return	briefly	 to
David,	 who	 authored	 Psalm	 110.	 David	 composed
this	 royal	 hymn	 about	 his	 promised	 offspring	 who
would	 one	 day	 sit	 on	 an	 eternal	 throne	 over	 all
people.	 As	 one	 of	 the	 most	 cited	 Old	 Testament
texts	 in	 the	 New	 Testament,	 we	 can	 clearly
understand	David	to	be	speaking	of	Jesus.	
	
In	 the	midst	 of	 this	 psalm’s	declarations	 about	 the
kingship	 of	 the	 coming	 Savior,	 we	 receive	 a	 very
interesting	 statement:	 David	 proclaims	 that	 the
Serpent-Crusher	would	be	a	priest	as	well.	
	
Throughout	 the	 Old	 Testament,	 Israel’s	 priests
came	 from	 the	 tribe	 of	 Levi,	 but	 this	 coming	 King
would	 be	 an	 offspring	 of	 David,	 from	 the	 tribe	 of
Judah.	
	
How	then	could	Messiah	be	both	a	king	and	priest?	
	
David	answers	this	problem	by	claiming	that	He	will
not	be	a	Levitical	priest;	 rather,	He	will	be	a	priest
after	the	order	of	Melchizedek.	
	
In	 Genesis	 14,	 Levi’s	 great-grandfather,	 Abraham,
tithed	to	a	priest	named	Melchizedek.	The	author	of
Hebrews	 makes	 the	 argument	 that	 because	 Levi,
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through	 Abraham,	 tithed	 to	 Melchizedek,
Melchizedek’s	 priesthood	 is	 superior	 to	 Levi’s.
Because	the	role	of	the	priest	was	to	offer	sacrifices
and	prayers	to	God	on	behalf	of	the	people,	Jesus
is	 not	 only	 our	 King	 to	 obey,	 but	 He	 is	 our	 great
Priest	who	represents	us	before	the	Father.
	
Take	 a	 moment	 today	 to	 consider	 the	 beauty	 of
Jesus	 being	 our	 high	 priest	 before	 the	 Father	 and
the	 privilege	 of	 being	 able	 to	 come	 before	 the
Father	 in	 prayer	 because	 of	 the	 ultimate	 and	 final
sacrifice	of	Christ	for	our	sins.
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WEEK	3

SUFFERING
SERVANT
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INTRODUCTION
	
	
The	 Messiah,	 the	 promised	 Serpent-Crusher,	 was
promised	within	the	first	moments	of	humanity’s	fall
into	 sin	 and	 death;	 however,	 thousands	 of	 years
passed	 and	 hundreds	 of	 generations	 died	 without
His	arrival.	
	
But	God	did	not	leave	humanity	without	signs.	
	
He	 promised	 to	 Abraham,	 Judah,	 and	 David	 that
the	Messiah	would	be	 their	 offspring,	 and	 that	He
would	be	an	eternal	prophet,	priest,	and	king.	
	
After	 the	 deaths	 of	 David	 and	 his	 son,	 Solomon,
Israel	 split	 into	 two	 kingdoms	 under	 the	 rule	 of
Rehoboam.	 For	 the	 next	 several	 hundred	 years,
God	sent	prophets	to	speak	to	the	people	of	Israel
and	 Judah,	 rebuking	 the	wickedness	 of	 their	 kings
and	the	idolatry	of	the	people.	
	
Throughout	 the	 several	 hundred	 years	 of	 Israel’s
two	kingdoms,	God	continued	to	prophesy	through
the	 prophets	 about	 the	 Savior	 who	 would	 finally
defeat	evil,	sin,	and	death.	
	
Therefore,	this	week’s	readings	will	be	a	sampling	of
some	of	the	most	significant	prophecies	concerning
the	promised	Serpent-Crusher.
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THE	PROMISE	OF	IMMANUEL
	
	
Therefore	 the	 LORD	 himself	 will	 give	 you	 a	 sign.
Behold,	 the	 virgin	 shall	 conceive	 and	 bear	 a	 son,
and	shall	call	his	name	Immanuel.	(Isaiah	7:14)
	
	
Being	 called	 by	 God	 to	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 Judah,
Isaiah’s	 ministry	 began	 about	 350	 years	 after	 the
death	of	David,	and	he	had	a	 roughly	55-year	stint
as	prophet,	which	occurred	during	the	reign	of	four
different	kings.	
	
In	this	chapter,	Isaiah	gave	a	message	to	King	Ahaz.
The	king	was	fearful	of	other	nations	and	turned	to
Assyria	 for	 aid	 rather	 than	 coming	 to	 the	 LORD.
Thus,	Isaiah	challenged	Ahaz	to	ask	a	sign	from	the
LORD	 of	 His	 provision.	 Out	 of	 false	 humility,	 the
king	refused	to	do	so.	
	
Because	of	the	failure	of	Ahaz	to	faithfully	trust	the
LORD,	 Isaiah	 declared	 that	 God	 will	 provide	 an
incredible	sign:	a	virgin	will	give	birth	to	a	son.	
	
However,	the	message	to	Ahaz	 is	not	simply	 in	the
miracle	 of	 a	 virgin	 giving	 birth,	 but	 also	 that	 the
child	will	be	called	Immanuel,	which	means	God	with
us.	
	
Notice	the	significance	here.	
	
Ahaz	 went	 to	 Assyria	 for	military	 support	 because
he	 feared	 that	 God	 would	 not	 be	 with	 them,	 and
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now	God	promises	 a	 son	whose	name	means	God
with	us.	
	
We	 will	 read	 next	 week	 in	 Matthew	 that	 the
significance	 of	 this	 sign	 is	 not	 merely	 for	 Ahaz;
rather,	 the	 virgin-born	 son	 called	 Immanuel	will	 be
Jesus.	
	
Being	 birthed	 by	 a	 virgin,	 Jesus	 undoubtedly
showed	 that	 He	 was	 the	 offspring	 of	 woman,	 the
Serpent-Crusher	 from	 Genesis	 3.	 And	 as	 God
incarnate,	Jesus	was	literally	God	with	us.	
	
In	 Jesus,	 God	 revealed	 the	 depth	 of	 His	 care	 and
love	for	us	by	becoming	one	of	us	and	dying	for	us.	
	
Like	 Ahaz,	 do	 you	 ever	 turn	 to	 other	 people	 or
things	 for	 security	 instead	 of	 God?	 Consider	 how
Christ	being	Immanuel	serves	to	remind	us	that	God
is	ever	with	us.
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MIGHTY	GOD
	
	
For	 to	us	a	 child	 is	born,	 to	us	a	 son	 is	given;	 and
the	government	shall	be	upon	his	shoulder,	and	his
name	 shall	 be	 called	Wonderful	 Counselor,	Mighty
God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	(Isaiah	9:6)
	
	
Isaiah	 9	 comes	 closely	 on	 the	 heals	 of	 Isaiah	 7	 for
good	 reason,	 as	 this	 chapter	 continues	 Isaiah’s
message	 to	Ahaz	 that	 began	 two	 chapters	 before.
Thus,	 when	 Isaiah	 declares	 that	 a	 child	 has	 been
born	to	us,	the	 immediate	 implication	should	be	to
connect	 this	 child	 with	 the	 virgin-born	 Immanuel,
and	it	seems	from	this	verse	that	the	child	bears	far
more	 significance	 than	 just	 the	 symbolism	 of	 His
name.	
	
This	child	will	 sit	on	David’s	 throne	without	end	 (v.
7),	 which	 specifically	 binds	 this	 promise	 to	 the
Messiah,	the	offspring	of	David	and	of	woman.	But
notice	 also	 the	 titles	 given	 to	 Him	 in	 addition	 to
Immanuel.	
	
Wonderful	Counselor:	He	will	rule	with	wisdom	that
comes	from	God	(Isa.	11:2).	
	
Mighty	God:	This	is	a	title	of	the	LORD	Himself	that
is	also	being	applied	to	the	coming	Messiah.	
	
Everlasting	 Father:	 As	 a	 father	 shepherds,	 loves,
and	defends	his	 family,	 Immanuel	will	 likewise	 lead
His	people.
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Prince	of	Peace:	He	will	rule	with	perfect	justice	that
brings	peace	on	earth	(Isa.	2:4;	49:7).
	
Isaiah’s	prophesy	here	of	the	Serpent-Crusher	gives
an	 entirely	 new	 depth	 to	 the	 coming	 King.	 By
bearing	the	title	of	Mighty	God,	the	Messiah	would
not	simply	be	a	king	who	represents	God;	He	would
be	God.	
	
Somehow,	 through	 some	 great	 miracle	 of	 God,	 a
child	would	 be	 born	 of	 a	 virgin	 that	 is	God	 in	 the
form	of	man.	This	is	the	miraculous	birth	of	Jesus.	
	
Take	a	moment	to	prayerfully	consider	Isaiah’s	four
titles	 for	 Jesus	 and	 how	 He	 has	 been	 your
Wonderful	 Counselor,	 Mighty	 God,	 Everlasting
Father,	and	Prince	of	Peace.
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THE	SACRIFICIAL	KING
	
But	he	was	pierced	for	our	transgressions;	he	was
crushed	for	our	iniquities;	upon	him	was	the
chastisement	that	brought	us	peace,	and	with	his
wounds	we	are	healed.	(Isaiah	53:5)
	

For	 Isaiah,	 this	 must	 have	 been	 one	 of	 the	 most
confusing	 messages	 that	 God	 ever	 gave	 to	 him.
Beginning	 in	 52:13,	 the	 LORD	 gives	 to	 Isaiah	 a
vision	of	His	servant,	who	 is	the	Messiah;	however,
the	 picture	 is	 not	 what	 we	 would	 expect.	 Though
the	Messiah	would	be	an	eternally	ruling	king	who	is
God	with	 humanity,	 this	 describes	 Him	 as	 being	 a
man	of	sorrows,	rejected	by	men	(v.	3).	
	
Verses	4-6	give	us	the	most	interesting	piece	of	this
strangely	 violent	 message.	 Isaiah	 claims	 that	 the
Messiah	 would	 be	 smitten	 by	 God,	 crushed,
despised,	and	poured	out	to	death	for	our	sake.	He
is	 called	 a	man	of	 sorrows	because	He	 carried	our
sorrows	and	has	borne	our	griefs.	He	was	killed	for
our	 transgressions	 and	 iniquities.	 “The	 LORD	 has
laid	on	him	the	iniquity	of	us	all.”	
	
600	 years	 before	 Christ’s	 birth,	 this	 is	 Isaiah’s
commentary	of	Jesus’	death	on	the	cross.	Though	it
may	 seem	 strange	 for	 the	 King	 to	 die	 for	 His
people,	God	hinted	at	the	Messiah’s	death	from	day
one.	 In	 crushing	 the	 serpent’s	 head,	 the	 serpent
would	bruise	the	Savior’s	heal.	He	would	essentially
take	upon	Himself	 the	serpent’s	venom	in	order	to
crush	 the	 serpent’s	 head.	 Thus,	 Genesis	 3:15
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happened	 upon	 the	 cross.	 By	 facing	 sin’s	 sting	 of
death	 in	 our	 place,	 Jesus	 defeated	 sin,	 evil,	 and
death	by	raising	back	to	life,	crushing	the	serpent’s
head.	
	
Read	 all	 of	 Isaiah	 52:13-53:12,	 and	 consider	 the
weight	of	Jesus	being	the	perfect,	sinless	King	who
died	on	behalf	of	His	people,	who	died	for	you.
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THE	RULER	FROM	BETHLEHEM
	
But	you,	O	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	who	are	too	little
to	be	among	the	clans	of	Judah,	from	you	shall
come	forth	for	me	one	who	is	to	be	ruler	of	old,
from	ancient	days.	(Micah	5:2)
	

Living	 around	 the	 same	 time	 as	 Isaiah,	 Micah	 also
served	 as	 a	 prophet	 to	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 Judah.
Within	 this	 verse,	 God	 reveals	 another	 interesting
promise	 concerning	 the	 coming	Messiah.	 Speaking
directly	to	the	city	of	Bethlehem,	the	LORD	declares
that	 a	 ruler	 will	 come	 forth	 from	 that	 city	 who	 is
from	ancient	days.	
	
First,	 upon	 hearing	 that	 this	 ruler	 will	 be	 from
ancient	 days,	 we	 should	 immediately	 understand
that	 something	 truly	 significant	 is	 being	 promised.
Most	 easily,	 we	 can	 understand	 this	 to	 mean	 that
the	ruler	will	be	the	fulfillment	of	ancient	promises.	
	
Second,	 by	 claiming	 that	 the	 ruler	 will	 come	 from
Bethlehem,	our	attention	should	immediately	return
to	David,	who	came	from	Bethlehem	himself.	Thus,
the	 LORD	 is	 promising	 that	 a	 ruler	will	 come	 from
Bethlehem,	like	David,	that	is	from	of	old.	
	
The	ruler	here	is	certainly	the	promised	Messiah.	
	
Thus,	 we	 now	 know	 that,	 in	 addition	 to	 being	 the
descendant	 of	 David,	 He	 would	 also	 come	 from
Bethlehem	like	David.	Though	Bethlehem	was	a	tiny
town	 by	 anyone’s	 standards,	 it	 had	 the	 honor	 of
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being	the	origin	place	of	both	David	and	Jesus.	As
with	 Bethlehem,	 God	 frequently	 uses	 people,
places,	and	things	that	are	of	little	importance	to	do
extraordinary	things	for	His	glory.	
	
Like	 the	 town	of	Bethlehem,	 are	 there	 times	when
you	 feel	 inadequate	 or	 insufficient?	 How	 does	 2
Corinthians	12:7-10	speak	of	God	working	 through
our	weakness?
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A	NEW	HEART
	
And	I	will	give	you	a	new	heart,	and	a	new	spirit	I
will	put	within	you.	And	I	will	remove	the	heart	of
stone	from	your	flesh	and	give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.
And	I	will	put	my	Spirit	within	you,	and	cause	you	to
walk	in	my	statutes	and	be	careful	to	obey	my	rules.
(Ezekiel	36:26-27)
	

A	 little	more	 than	 100	 years	 after	 Isaiah’s	ministry
ended,	the	kingdom	of	Judah	fell	 into	the	hands	of
the	Babylonians,	 just	 like	Israel	fell	to	the	Assyrians
earlier.	 This	 led	 to	 a	 70-year	 period	 of	 captivity	 in
Babylon	 called	 the	 Exile.	 During	 the	 Exile,	 God
raised	up	two	prophets	to	speak	to	the	people	who
were	 forcibly	 ripped	 from	their	homes:	Ezekiel	and
Daniel.	
	
Much	 of	 Ezekiel’s	writings	 are	 difficult	 to	 hear.	He
repeatedly	 uses	 strong,	 hard	 language	 to
communicate	with	 his	 Israelite	 brothers,	 who	were
taken	 into	captivity	as	a	 judgment	of	God	for	 their
repeated,	unrepentant	 idolatry.	Yet	 in	 the	midst	of
Ezekiel’s	 bitter	 messages,	 the	 LORD	 speaks	 this
verse	through	him.	
	
Humanity’s	problem	with	sin	runs	deep.	
	
Jeremiah,	 who	 was	 old	 when	 Ezekiel	 began,	 said,
“The	 heart	 is	 deceitful	 above	 all	 things	 and
desperately	 sick	 (Jer.	 17:9).”	 The	 Israelites	 (or
anyone	 else)	 would	 never	 stop	 sinning	 until	 their
hearts	 were	 fundamentally	 changed.	 Which	 is
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exactly	what	God	promises.	He	promises	to	remove
their	sinful	hearts	and	to	give	them	new	hearts	that
long	to	obey	the	LORD.	This	new	heart	is	the	effect
of	the	Messiah’s	sacrificial	death.	
	
In	Him,	we	are	new	creations	(1	Cor.	5:17).	
	
What	evidences	 in	your	 life	do	you	see	of	having	a
new	 heart	 in	 Christ	 (for	 example	 see	 Galatians
5:22-23)?
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THE	SON	OF	MAN
	
And	to	him	was	given	dominion	and	glory	and	a
kingdom,	that	all	peoples,	nations,	and	languages
should	serve	him;	his	dominion	is	an	everlasting
dominion,	which	shall	not	pass	away,	and	his
kingdom	one	that	shall	not	be	destroyed.	(Daniel
7:14)
	

Also	 ministering	 during	 the	 70	 years	 of	 captivity,
Daniel	 lived	 a	 significant	 portion	 of	 his	 life	 in	 the
foreign	 land	 of	 Babylon.	 As	 one	 of	 the	 most
promising	young	men	of	Israel,	he	was	taken	to	the
king’s	 city	 in	 order	 to	 be	 groomed	 into	 a	 valuable
citizen	for	the	Babylonian	Empire.	
	
Many	 will	 immediately	 recall	 some	 of	 the	 trials	 of
Daniel	and	his	friends	(such	as	the	lion’s	den	and	the
fiery	 furnace);	 however,	 as	 a	 prophet,	 Daniel	 also
received	stunning	visions	from	the	LORD.
	
One	such	vision	is	found	in	chapter	7.	
	
In	verses	9-10,	Daniel	envisioned	the	throne	room	of
the	Ancient	of	Days	(the	LORD),	and	it	is	a	glorious
discription.	
	
But	 another	 person	 entered	 in	 verses	 13-14.	 This
person	who	is	“like	a	son	of	man”	approached	God
and	 received	 “dominion	 and	glory	 and	 a	 kingdom,
that	 all	 peoples,	 nations,	 and	 languages	 should
serve	him.”	Even	 though	 son	of	man	 is	often	used
(especially	 in	 Ezekiel)	 as	 a	 phrase	 for	 humans,	 this
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Son	of	Man	was	far	more	than	merely	human.
	
It	is	no	accident	that	Jesus	often	called	Himself	the
Son	of	Man.	
	
As	the	offspring	of	Abraham	and	David	who	would
both	rule	and	bless	the	nations,	He	fulfills	the	role	of
being	given	an	eternal	dominion	so	that	all	nations
and	tongues	would	serve	Him.	
	
Jesus’	 kingdom	 of	 disciples	 is	 an	 everlasting
kingdom	 that	 cannot	 be	 destroyed	 (Matt.	 16:18)
and	that	encompasses	people	from	every	nation	on
earth	(Rev.	7:9).
	
As	a	disciple	in	Jesus’	kingdom,	do	you	intentionally
seek	 to	 make	 disciples	 of	 all	 nations?	 What	 are
specific	things	that	keep	you	from	devoting	yourself
to	the	Great	Commission	(Matt.	28:16-20)?
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ONE	LAST	PROMISE
	
Behold,	I	send	my	messenger,	and	he	will	prepare
the	way	before	me.	And	the	Lord	whom	you	seek
will	suddenly	come	to	his	temple;	and	the
messenger	of	the	covenant	in	whom	you	delight,
behold,	he	is	coming,	says	the	LORD	of	hosts.
(Malachi	3:1)
	

Following	the	70-year	Exile,	God	stirred	the	heart	of
Cyrus	 king	 of	 Persia	 to	 send	 Israelites	 back	 to
rebuild	 Jerusalem.	 The	 LORD	 then	 used	 men	 like
Ezra	 and	 Nehemiah	 to	 lead	 the	 people	 in
reestablishing	their	home	in	Israel.	
	
During	those	final	years	of	rebuilding	the	city,	God
sent	 the	 prophet	 Malachi	 to	 speak	 to	 His	 people.
Malachi’s	words	are	situated	at	 the	end	of	 the	Old
Testament	because	after	him,	God	would	not	send
another	 prophet	 to	 declare	 the	 Word	 of	 God	 for
around	400	years.	
	
In	 this	 short	 book,	 God	 declares	 through	 Malachi
that	before	“the	Lord	whom	you	 seek”	 comes,	He
will	 send	 His	 messenger	 to	 prepare	 the	 way.	 The
Lord	 being	 discussed	 is	 the	 long-awaited	Messiah,
so	God	was	promising	first	that	the	Savior	was	still
coming.	Though	humanity	has	waited	 thousands	of
years	 for	 Him,	 the	 Serpent-Crusher	 would	 come
suddenly,	having	His	way	prepared	by	a	messenger.
	
Jesus	 clearly	 affirms	 that	 His	 cousin,	 John	 the
Baptist,	 was	 the	 messenger	 described	 here	 (Matt.
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11:10).	 After	 400	 years	 of	 silence	 from	 God
following	 Malachi,	 the	 LORD	 raised	 up	 John	 to
prepare	the	way	for	the	Messiah,	and	the	Lord	did
come.	
	
It	 is	 fitting	 that	 God	 would	 close	 out	 the	 Old
Testament	 with	 one	 last	 promise	 that	 He	 would
send	the	Christ,	that	He	would	be	faithful	to	fulfill	all
of	His	promises	made	throughout	the	generations.	
	
Like	 Malachi	 reminded	 the	 people	 of	 God’s
faithfulness	when	God	seemed	slow	to	act,	 in	what
ways	do	you	similarly	 recall	 the	 faithfulness	of	God
in	your	own	life?
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WEEK	4

GOD	WITH	US
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INTRODUCTION
	
	
Millennia	 passed	 since	 the	 Christ,	 the	 Serpent-
Crusher,	was	first	promised	in	Genesis	3.	
	
But	God	did	not	leave	humanity	without	hope.	
	
Through	 men	 like	 Moses,	 Isaiah,	 and	 Daniel,	 the
LORD	continued	 to	give	greater	detail	on	how	 the
Messiah	 would	 be	 recognized.	 For	 men	 like
Abraham	 and	 David,	 God	 even	 promised	 that	 the
Savior	would	be	their	offspring	and	descendent.	
	
Yet	 in	 spite	 of	 these	divine	messages,	 it	would	be
understandable	to	 find	each	generation	a	 little	 less
hopeful	in	the	coming	King	than	the	previous	ones,
and	 after	 400	 years	 of	 God	 being	 silent	 since
speaking	 through	 Malachi,	 it	 seemed	 that	 people
were	losing	hope.	
	
But	at	the	proper	time,	the	King	was	born.	
	
Though	 Israel	 was	 little	 more	 than	 a	 blip	 on	 the
radar	of	the	world	that	was	the	Roman	Empire,	God
caused	 the	most	 spectacular	event	of	all	history	 to
occur	 in	 an	 insignificant	 town	 in	 an	 insignificant
country.	Yet	this	birth	was	so	significant	that	we	will
still	divide	our	dating	of	human	history	around	 this
monumental	event.	
	
This	 week	 our	 readings	 will	 focus	 upon	 the
unthinkable	miracle	of	God	becoming	man.	Through
the	virgin	birth,	the	Serpent-Crusher	officially	steps
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into	 humanity	with	 the	purpose	of	 proclaiming	 the
good	 news	 of	 His	 kingdom,	 healing	 the	 sick,	 and
ultimately	defeating	the	problem	of	sin.
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JESUS’	GENEALOGY
	
	
The	book	of	the	genealogy	of	Jesus	Christ,	the	son
of	David,	the	son	of	Abraham.	(Matthew	1:1)
	
	
Even	 though	 genealogies	 can	 be	 quite	 boring,
Matthew	has	 a	 significant	 reason	 for	 beginning	 his
Gospel	 with	 one.	 The	 listed	 genealogy	 intrinsically
ties	Jesus	to	the	entirety	of	the	Old	Testament.	
	
As	 we	 have	 seen,	 God	 promised	 in	 the	 midst	 of
humanity’s	 first	 sin	 that	He	would	send	a	Savior	 to
crush	the	serpent	along	with	the	sin,	evil,	and	death
that	 the	serpent	 represents.	The	story	 then	moved
forward	 to	 Abraham	 as	 God	 declared	 that	 the
Serpent-Crusher	would	come	from	his	lineage.	
	
When	David	stepped	onto	the	scene,	he	seemed	to
fit	 the	 bill	 for	 being	 the	 Messiah;	 however,	 being
conquered	 by	 sin	 himself,	 David	 received	 promise
that	the	Christ	would	be	his	descendant.
	
Matthew,	therefore,	understands	fully	the	weight	of
his	Gospel’s	first	sentence:	“Jesus	Christ,	the	son	of
David,	the	son	of	Abraham.”	
	
The	 apostle	 is	 opening	 his	 book	 by	 declaring	 that
Jesus	meets	the	biological	qualifications	for	Davidic
kingship	 and	 for	 the	 Messianic	 promises	 of
Abraham.	 This	 genealogy	 is	 presented	 in	 no
uncertain	terms	as	an	argument	for	Jesus	being	the
Serpent-Crusher,	 the	 offspring	 of	 David,	 of
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Abraham,	and	of	woman.	
	
Not	 to	mention	 that	Matthew	 explicitly	 calls	 Jesus
the	Christ,	which	is	Greek	for	Messiah.
	
If	 for	 no	 other	 reason,	 we	 must	 be	 able	 to	 read
Jesus’	 genealogy	 in	 thankfulness	 to	 God	 for
preserving	Christ’s	family	line.	
	
Yet	we	must	also	note	that	Jesus’	lineage	does	not
end	here;	instead,	Paul	tells	us	that	in	Christ	we	are
children	of	God,	which	means	being	“heirs	of	God
and	 fellow	heirs	with	Christ	 (Rom.	8:17).”	 If	we	are
saved	 in	 Christ,	 then	 we	 are	 also	 a	 part	 of	 Jesus’
forward-spanning	 genealogy,	 being	 adopted	 as
sons	 and	 daughters	 because	 of	 Jesus’	 crushing	 of
our	sins.
	
Read	 all	 of	 Romans	 8,	 paying	 careful	 attention	 to
verses	 12-17.	 Do	 your	 prayers	 reflect	 the	 attitude
and	weight	of	what	Paul	describes	in	these	verses?
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GOD	WITH	US
	
	
She	 will	 bear	 a	 son,	 and	 you	 shall	 call	 his	 name
Jesus,	 for	 he	 will	 save	 his	 people	 from	 their	 sins.
(Matthew	1:21)
	

Though	Matthew	for	us	is	separated	by	only	a	page
turn	from	Malachi,	the	events	of	Matthew	occurred
400	 years	 after	 Malachi’s	 death.	 During	 that	 time,
the	 empires	 of	 the	 Persians	 and	 Alexander	 the
Great	 both	 rose	 and	 fell.	 Eventually,	 the	 Romans
seized	control	of	the	known	world.	Living	under	the
thumb	of	Rome	and	without	the	prophets	to	speak
God’s	Words,	the	Israelites	no	doubt	felt	the	LORD
had	abandoned	them	completely.	
	
But	God	had	not.	
	
An	angel	appeared	 to	a	young	virgin	named	Mary,
telling	her	that	she	would	become	pregnant	by	the
power	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit.	 This	was	 a	 difficult	 story
for	her	fiancé,	Joseph,	to	believe,	so	he	decided	to
divorce	her	quietly	to	avoid	shaming	her.	Before	he
could	 do	 this,	 an	 angel	 appeared	 to	 him	 as	 well,
explaining	 that	Mary	was	 telling	 the	 truth	and	 that
he	must	 name	 the	 child	 Jesus.	 Joseph	obeyed	 the
angel,	remaining	with	Mary	and	her	son	Jesus.	
	
We	must	consider	two	things	from	this	text.	
	
First,	 God	 was	 intentional	 in	 Jesus’	 naming.	 Jesus
means	 the	 LORD	 saves,	 and	 the	 angel	 explicitly
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states	that	“He	will	save	his	people	from	their	sins.”	
	
If	 that	 wasn’t	 enough,	 Matthew	 then	 cites	 Isaiah
7:14	 as	 being	 fulfilled	 by	 these	 events	 (vv.	 22-23).
Mary	was	the	virgin	who	conceived	and	gave	birth,
and	Jesus	is	Immanuel.	
	
Jesus	 is	 the	 Messiah,	 God	 with	 us,	 who	 came	 to
save	humanity	from	the	deadly	effects	of	sin.
	
Though	Jesus	came	when	many	had	lost	hope	in	His
arrival,	He	was	born	“when	the	fullness	of	time	had
come	 (Gal.	 4:4).”	 In	 what	 ways	 does	 the	 birth	 of
Christ	teach	us	to	trust	in	God’s	plan	and	timing?
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MAGI	WORSHIP	THE	KING
	
And	going	into	the	house	they	saw	the	child	with
Mary	his	mother,	and	they	fell	down	and	worshiped
him.	Then,	opening	their	treasures,	they	offered	him
gifts,	gold	and	frankincense	and	myrrh.	(Matthew
2:11)
	

Possibly	more	so	than	any	other	aspect	of	the	story
of	 Christ’s	 birth,	 the	 wise	 men	 are	 incredibly
misunderstood.	
	
First,	 they	 are	often	 called	 the	 three	 kings	or	wise
men	 but	 the	 actual	 word	 is	 magi	 (from	 which	 the
word	magic	derives).	We	might	even	go	so	far	as	to
call	them	astrologists,	religious	observers	of	the	sky.
	
Second,	though	they	brought	three	gifts,	there	is	no
indication	 as	 to	 their	 number.	 There	 might	 have
been	two	or	a	dozen;	we	simply	do	not	know.	
	
Now	 for	 the	 crucial	 question:	 why	 are	 they
significant	to	the	story	of	Christ’s	birth?	
	
I	 believe	 the	 answer	 is	 found	 in	 God’s	 promise	 to
Abraham.	
	
The	LORD	told	Abraham	that	his	offspring	would	be
a	blessing	for	all	nations	of	earth.	Coming	from	the
east,	 the	story	clearly	presents	 them	as	 foreigners,
as	non-Israelites.	
	
Yet	 despite	 not	 being	 from	 the	 chosen	 people	 of
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God,	 the	 Magi	 sought	 after	 Jesus,	 heard	 and
believed	the	Word	of	God,	obeyed	God	 instead	of
man,	and	ultimately	worshiped	Jesus.	
	
In	 fact,	 by	 defying	 Herod’s	 command	 to	 return	 to
him,	they	revealed	that	they	valued	Jesus’	kingship
over	 his.	 The	 Magi	 were	 Gentiles	 who	 came	 to
worship	 their	 King,	 which	 is	 a	 sign	 of	 how	 the
gospel	would	soon	go	forth	into	all	the	earth	and	all
people.
	
How	is	the	miracle	of	the	Magi	coming	to	worship
Christ	similar	to	when	you	first	believed	the	gospel?
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A	MESSENGER	IN	THE	WILDERNESS
	
In	those	days	John	the	Baptist	came	preaching	in
the	wilderness	of	Judea,	“Repent,	for	the	kingdom
of	heaven	is	at	hand.”		(Matthew	3:1-2)
	
	
Though	the	birth	of	Christ	was	miraculous,	much	of
the	world	gave	it	no	notice	because	it	occurred	in
the	small	town	of	Bethlehem.	But	almost	three
decades	later,	things	began	to	change.	Since	the
days	of	Malachi,	God	sent	no	prophet,	and	though
the	Messiah	was	born,	30	years	passed	with	very
few	people	knowing	about	Him.
	
But	then	John	appeared	in	the	wilderness.
	
Luke	reveals	that	John	was	a	relative	of	Jesus	who
was	born	to	his	formerly	barren	mother,	Elizabeth,
in	her	old	age.	As	a	man,	John	became	the	first
prophet	to	be	seen	in	over	400	years.	As	with	any
prophet,	John	sought	to	proclaim	the	Word	of	God,
and	his	message	was	similar	to	the	prophets	of	old
but	also	very	different.
	
First,	repentance	was	the	most	common	prophetic
message.	The	LORD	sent	prophets	to	His	people	as
a	warning	sign,	begging	them	to	turn	away	from
their	sins	or	suffer	the	God’s	judgment.
	
Calling	people	to	repentance	was	normal	of	a
prophet,	but	John’s	proclamation	of	the	kingdom	of
heaven	was	not	common.	In	declaring	the	coming	of
God’s	kingdom,	John	was	preparing	the	way	for	the
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King,	the	Messiah,	to	usher	in	His	reign.	In	this	way,
John	was	the	fulfillment	of	Isaiah	40	and	Micah	3,
which	both	speak	of	the	messenger	who	would	be
the	Messiah’s	forerunner.
	
Indeed,	John’s	entire	life	was	entirely	devoted	to
making	Jesus	known	and	seeing	Jesus	glorified.
	
Read	John’s	thought	about	Jesus	and	himself	in
John	3:30,	and	consider	whether	his	words	could
also	describe	your	heart.

https://bcnewton.wordpress.com/2015/12/19/one-last-promise-dec-19/
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THE	BELOVED	SON
	
And	when	Jesus	was	baptized,	immediately	he	went
up	from	the	water,	and	behold,	the	heavens	were
opened	to	him,	and	he	saw	the	Spirit	of	God
descending	like	a	dove	and	coming	to	rest	on	him;
and	behold,	a	voice	from	heaven	said,	“This	is	my
beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	pleased.”
(Matthew	3:16-17)
	

Jesus’	baptism	by	John	was	a	passing	of	the	baton.
With	this	action,	Jesus	officially	inaugurated	His
earthly	ministry,	and	as	such,	John’s	work	of
preparing	the	way	for	Christ	began	to	come	to	a
close.
	
Of	course,	John	was	not	bothered	by	being
overshadowed	by	Jesus.	Knowing	that	Jesus	was
the	Messiah,	John	attempted	instead	to	be
baptized	by	Jesus,	and	when	his	ministry	dwindled
because	of	Jesus’	rising	ministry,	John	declares	that
“He	must	increase,	but	I	must	decrease	(John
3:30)”,	which	I	believe	must	be	the	heart	of	every
disciple	of	Christ.
	
John	did,	of	course,	baptize	Jesus	at	his	Lord’s
command,	and	in	doing	so	Jesus	affirmed	the
validity	of	John’s	message.	Yet	in	these	final	two
verses	of	the	chapter,	we	see	something	incredible
happen.	The	heavens	are	opened	up,	the	Spirit
descended	upon	Christ	like	a	dove,	and	a	voice
proclaimed,	“This	is	my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I
am	well	pleased.”
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THE	KINGDOM	OF	HEAVEN
	
And	he	went	throughout	all	Galilee,	teaching	in
their	synagogues	and	proclaiming	the	gospel	of	the
kingdom	and	healing	every	disease	and	every
affliction	among	the	people.	(Matthew	4:23)
	

After	Jesus’	baptism,	He	was	led	by	the	Spirit	into
the	wilderness	to	fast	and	be	tempted	by	the	devil
for	forty	days.	Though	the	devil	offered	to	Him
glory	and	fame,	Jesus	triumphed	over	temptation,
relying	upon	the	Scriptures.	In	overcoming
temptation,	Jesus	begins	His	ministry	by	preaching
the	same	words	of	John:	Repent,	for	the	kingdom	of
heaven	is	at	hand	(v.	17).
	
Verse	23	is	Matthew’s	summation	of	Jesus’	earthly
ministry:	He	healed	diseases	and	afflictions	while
teaching	and	proclaiming	the	gospel	of	the
kingdom.
	
To	give	clarification,	gospel	means	good	news.
Thus,	Jesus	proclaimed	the	good	news	of	the
kingdom	of	heaven.
	
What	sort	of	good	news	could	this	be?
	
As	the	Messiah,	Jesus	is	the	Serpent-Crusher	of
Genesis	3,	He	is	the	blessing	to	all	nations	from
Abraham,	and	He	is	the	eternal	King	from	David.	As
we	read	in	Isaiah	and	Daniel,	this	King	is	far	more
than	merely	human.

https://bcnewton.wordpress.com/2015/12/14/mighty-god-dec-14/
https://bcnewton.wordpress.com/2015/12/18/the-son-of-man-dec-18-2/
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Thus,	Jesus’	ministry	began	with	a	heavenly
affirmation	that	He	is	truly	the	Messiah.	In	being
called	the	Son,	the	Father	was	identifying	Jesus	as
the	fulfillment	of	Psalm	2:7,	and	the	LORD	being
well	pleased	with	Him	matches	similarly	to	Isaiah
40:1.
	
We	now	see	that	Jesus	had	the	direct	validation	of
God	the	Father	upon	His	work	as	the	Messiah.
	
Prayerfully	meditate	upon	the	beauty	of	the	gospel
as	displayed	in	this	verse:	because	Jesus	was	God’s
beloved	Son,	we	have	also	become	beloved	sons
and	daughters	in	Him.
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He	is	a	heavenly	King;	He	is	God.
	
Thus,	being	God	with	humanity,	Jesus	proclaimed
the	good	news	that	God’s	kingdom	was	now
invading	earth	and	that	all	of	the	promises	of	old
were	coming	to	fulfillment.
	
As	the	God-King,	Jesus	proclaimed	the	good	news
of	Himself.	He	is	the	gospel,	the	hope	in	Whom
Abraham,	Moses,	and	David	waited.	And	in	healing
the	sick,	Jesus	displayed	physically	what	He	came	to
do	spiritually,	which	was	push	back	the	curse	of	sin
and	death.
	
Jesus	established	His	kingdom	to	end	sin’s	reign
over	the	earth.
	
Prayerfully	meditate	upon	the	reason	for	Christ’s
birth:	He	came	ultimately	to	die	as	an	atonement	for
our	sins,	and	with	His	resurrection,	He	crushed	the
power	of	sin	and	death	decisively.
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ARE	YOU	THE	ONE?
	
Now	when	John	heard	in	prison	about	the	deeds	of
the	Christ,	he	sent	word	by	his	disciples	and	said	to
him,	“Are	you	the	one	who	is	to	come,	or	shall	we
look	for	another?”	(Matthew	11:2-3)
	

Herein	 lies	 one	 of	 the	 most	 tragic,	 but	 hopeful,
accounts	in	all	of	Scripture.	
	
Sometime	into	Jesus’	ministry,	Herod	arrested	John
the	 Baptist	 because	 he	 was	 declaring	 some	 of
Herod’s	 actions	 to	 be	 sinful.	 Ultimately,	 Herod
would	 end	 up	 beheading	 the	 prophet,	 but	 in
Matthew	11,	John	was	still	alive	and	in	prison.	Given
the	 brutal	 conditions	 that	 ancient	 prisons
maintained,	 John	 apparently	 began	 to	 have	 some
level	of	doubt	about	Jesus,	so	he	sent	his	disciples
to	ask	Jesus	one	critical	question:	“Are	you	the	one
who	is	to	come,	or	shall	we	look	for	another?”	
	
In	the	midst	of	his	desperate	situation,	John	longed
for	a	confirmation	that	Jesus	is	really	worth	being	in
prison	 and	 facing	 death.	 Jesus	 responded	 by
reminding	 John	 of	 numerous	 signs	 of	 the	 coming
Messiah	 (Isa.	 26:18-19,	 29:18-19,	 53:4,	 61:1),	which
John’s	 disciples	 saw	 happening	 around	 Jesus:	 the
blind	 see,	 the	 deaf	 hear,	 the	 lepers	 are	 clean,	 the
dead	 live,	 and	 the	 poor	 hear	 good	 news.	 Finally,
Jesus	 tells	 John,	 “blessed	 is	 the	 one	 who	 is	 not
offended	by	me	(v.	6).”



64

There	is,	I	believe,	great	comfort	to	be	found	here.	
	
After	 John’s	 disciples	 leave,	 Jesus	 informs	 the
crowds	that	John	is	messenger	from	Micah	3:1	and
that	“there	has	arisen	no	one	greater	than	John	the
Baptist	(v.	11).”	But	in	spite	of	these	glowing	words
from	Jesus,	John	still	had	doubts;	he	will	wondered
in	his	darkest	hours	whether	it	was	all	worth	it.		
	
Fortunately,	 Jesus	 is	 big	 enough	 to	 overcome	 our
doubts.	 Just	 like	 He	 calmed	 John’s	 fears,	 Jesus	 is
ready	 to	 “have	 mercy	 on	 those	 who	 doubt	 (Jude
22).”	
	
Consider	past	and/or	present	doubts	concerning
Christ.	How	has	the	LORD	helped	(or	is	helping)	you
resolve	them?
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WEEK	5

OUR	BLESSED	HOPE
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INTRODUCTION
	
	
Jesus’	first	advent	dramatically	changed	the	world.	
	
Since	humanity	 first	 fell	 into	sin,	God	promised	the
Messiah,	 a	 savior	 who	 would	 crush	 the	 serpent’s
head,	 defeating	 sin,	 evil,	 and	 death.	 For	 millennia
and	 generations	 upon	 generations,	 people	 waited
faithfully	for	the	King	to	come	and	reign.	
	
Last	 week,	 we	 glimpsed	 how	 Matthew	 aimed	 to
prove	 that	 Jesus	 was	 indeed	 the	 descendent	 of
David	that	would	sit	upon	an	eternal	throne.	
	
In	this	week’s	readings,	we	will	view	the	culmination
of	 the	 first	 coming	 of	 Christ,	 His	 death	 and
resurrection,	and	then	we	will	turn	our	eyes	toward
Jesus’	second	advent.	
	
After	 ascending	 into	 heaven,	 Jesus	 gave	 us	 the
promise	that	He	would	return	again	to	permanently
defeat	 death	 and	 sin	 for	 all	 to	 see.	 This	 hope	 in
Christ’	 second	 coming	 is	 what	 Paul	 calls	 “our
blessed	hope	(Titus	2:13).”	
	
As	we	conclude	this	season	of	remembering	Jesus’
first	 coming,	 let	 us	 also	 hopefully	 encourage	 one
another	to	anticipate	the	second	advent.
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IT	IS	FINISHED
	
	
When	Jesus	had	received	the	sour	wine,	He	said,	“It
is	finished,”	and	he	bowed	his	head	and	gave	up	his
spirit.	(John	19:30	ESV)
	
	
Christmas	means	nothing	without	the	cross.	
	
Indeed,	 it	 is	 a	 miracle	 that	 Jesus	 was	 born	 of	 a
virgin,	 fulfilled	 the	Old	 Testament	 prophesies,	 and
healed	the	sick,	yet	without	the	His	death,	none	of	it
would	have	mattered.	As	 the	Messiah,	 Jesus	 came
to	defeat	 sin	 and	death;	 however,	 Jesus	 could	 not
save	us	from	sin	without	first	paying	the	price	of	our
sin,	 which	 is	 death.	 If	 God	 simply	 overlooked	 our
sins,	 He	 would	 cease	 to	 be	 just.	 Jesus,	 therefore,
satisfied	the	mercy	and	the	justice	of	God.	
	
Though	 He	 was	 without	 sin,	 Jesus	 faced	 death	 in
our	place.	
	
He	 absorbed	 the	 serpent’s	 venom,	 becoming	 the
sacrificial	king	of	Isaiah	53.	Christ	suffered	the	wrath
of	God	in	order	that	we	might	know	the	grace	and
mercy	of	God	instead.	This	means	that	we	are	only
saved	from	God’s	wrath	by	Jesus’	atoning	death.	
	
If	 the	 entirety	 of	 our	 salvation	 is	 dependent	 upon
Jesus’	 death,	 its	 sufficiency	 is	 of	 the	 utmost
importance.	Should	there	be	one	sin	that	Jesus	did
not	atone	for	or	if	there	is	one	drop	of	God’s	wrath

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



68

not	satisfied,	we	will	be	undone.	
	
Thankfully,	this	is	not	the	case.	
	
Instead,	Christ	proclaimed	that	His	work	is	finished.
Jesus’	blood	is	entirely	sufficient	for	our	redemption
and	justification.	
	
Are	there	still	areas	of	your	life	where	you	strive	to
earn	God’s	favor	apart	from	trusting	in	the	finished
work	of	Christ?
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MY	LORD	AND	MY	GOD
	
	
Thomas	 answered	 him,	 “My	 Lord	 and	 my	 God!”
(John	20:28	ESV)
	
	
The	 account	 of	 “doubting	 Thomas”	 is	 a	 Sunday
School	classic.	
	
Though	 being	 one	 of	 Jesus’	 twelve	 disciples,
Thomas	 wrestled	 to	 believe	 the	 truth	 of	 Jesus’
resurrection	 from	 the	 dead.	 In	 fact,	 he	 boldly
declared	that	unless	he	could	touch	Christ’s	wounds
with	his	own	hands	he	would	not	believe	that	Jesus
was	 really	 alive.	 Jesus,	of	 course,	 showed	up	eight
days	later	to	give	Thomas	the	proof	that	he	sought.	
	
Just	 as	 the	 birth	 of	 Christ	 is	 meaningless	 without
understanding	 the	 cross,	 Jesus’	 death	 is	 pointless
without	His	 resurrection.	 If	 on	 the	 cross	 Jesus	was
bruised,	 then	 the	 serpent’s	 head	 is	 crushed	during
Christ’s	 resurrection.	 By	 conquering	 death,	 Jesus
gave	us	reason	to	hope	in	His	conquering	of	death
for	 us	 as	well.	 “And	 if	 Christ	 has	 not	 been	 raised,
your	 faith	 is	 futile	 and	 you	 are	 still	 in	 your	 sins	 (1
Cor.	15:17).”
	
Thomas	 immediately	 realized	 the	 implications	 of
Jesus’	 resurrection	 by	 calling	 Jesus	 his	 Lord	 and
God.	
	
By	calling	Jesus	Lord,	Thomas	declares	that	Jesus	is
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his	ruler	(or	master)	and	that	he	is	Jesus’	servant	(or
slave).	
	
Thomas	 then	 explicitly	 called	 Jesus	 his	God.	 For	 a
Jew	 to	 proclaim	 divinity	 to	 a	 man	 was	 absolutely
unthinkable,	 so	 for	Thomas	 to	 risk	 such	blaspheme
can	 only	 mean	 that	 he	 became	 thoroughly
convinced	that	Jesus	is	God.	
	
Take	 time	 to	 reflect	upon	 the	words	of	Thomas.	 Is
Jesus	 your	 Lord	 and	 God	 as	 well?	 If	 so,	 what
implications	 does	 that	 thought	 have	 upon	 how	we
understand	1	Corinthians	6:19-20?
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THE	ASCENSION
	
While	he	blessed	them,	he	parted	from	them	and
was	carried	up	to	heaven.	(Luke	24:51	ESV)
	

Especially	for	the	disciples,	Jesus’	life	on	earth	must
have	 been	 quite	 a	 bumpy	 ride.	 At	 Jesus’	 call	 to
follow	 Him,	 each	 left	 his	 previous	 way	 of	 living	 to
follow	 Jesus	 around	 the	 country	 side,	 hoping	 that
He	 was	 the	 promised	 Messiah.	 Christ’	 crucifixion
seemed	like	a	total	defeat	since	even	the	Messianic
King	 could	 not	 reign	 from	 the	 dead.	 The
resurrection	then	was	a	miracle	of	the	highest	order
and	 led	 to	 a	 renewed	 belief	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the
Serpent-Crusher.	 But	 after	 being	with	 them	 awhile
longer,	 Jesus	 ascended	 into	 heaven,	 promising
them	that	He	would	one	day	return.	
	
When	 compared	 to	 the	 cross	 and	 resurrection,
Jesus’	 ascension	 is	 often	 overlooked;	 however,
great	theological	significance	lies	therein.	
	
In	John	14,	Jesus	 tells	us	much	about	 life	after	His
ascension.	Having	 told	His	disciples	 that	He	would
be	 leaving,	 He	 proceeds	 to	 tell	 them	 that	 He	 is
going	 to	 prepare	 a	 place	 for	 them	 in	 His	 Father’s
house	 (John	 14:2-3).	 Jesus’	 imagery	 would	 have
recalled	 in	 the	 disciples’	 minds	 a	 fiancé	 leaving	 to
prepare	his	home	for	his	bride-to-be	and	promising
to	return	for	her	when	he	finished.	
	
Obviously	 the	 imagery	 only	 goes	 so	 far.	 For
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example,	 it	would	be	 ridiculous	 for	 us	 to	 conclude
that	 Jesus	 has	 yet	 to	 return	 because	 He	 isn’t
finished	preparing	heaven	yet.	
	
Instead,	 Jesus	 is	 assuring	 us,	 as	His	 bride,	 that	He
will	return	to	us	and	that	by	His	ascension	to	heaven
He	 prepared	 the	 way	 for	 us	 also	 to	 be	 with	 the
Father	for	eternity.
	
Read	Luke	12:13-21,	and	consider	whether	you	 live
in	light	of	Christ’s	eternal	provision	or	for	the	hope
of	earthly	treasure.
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JESUS’	CONTINUED	MINISTRY
	
In	the	first	book,	O	Theophilus,	I	have	dealt	with	all
that	Jesus	began	to	do	and	teach,	until	the	day	he
was	taken	up,	after	he	had	given	commands
through	the	Holy	Spirit	to	the	apostles	whom	he
had	chosen.	(Acts	1:1-2	ESV)
	

Prior	 to	 His	 ascension,	 Jesus	 gave	 to	 His	 disciples
clear	commands	for	what	they	were	supposed	to	do
until	He	returned.	They	were	to	be	His	witnesses	to
all	the	earth	(Acts	1:8),	to	proclaim	repentance	and
forgiveness	 of	 sins	 in	 the	 name	 of	 Christ	 to	 all
nations	 (Luke	 24:47),	 and	 to	 make	 disciples	 of	 all
nations	 (Matt.	 28:19).	 Though	 these	 texts	 are	well-
known	 (for	good	reason),	 these	 first	verses	of	Acts
are	often	overlooked.	
	
Acts	is	written	by	Luke	as	the	sequel	to	his	Gospel,
and	he	begins	it	by	explicitly	saying	that	the	Gospel
of	Luke	was	about	“all	 that	Jesus	began	to	do	and
teach”.	 The	 word	 ‘began’	 is	 interesting	 because
Luke’s	Gospel	covers	Jesus’	birth	 to	His	ascension,
so	 it	 would	 appear	 to	 be	 the	 most	 complete
account	of	Jesus’	ministry,	not	the	beginning	of	it.	
	
Luke,	 however,	 is	 expressing	 a	 deeply	 important
thought	for	us	to	understand:	as	the	body	of	Christ,
His	 church,	 we	 are	 the	 continuation	 of	 Jesus’
ministry	on	earth.
	
We	 saw	 last	 week	 that	 Jesus’	 ministry	 was	 about
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expanding	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 on	 earth.	 By
making	 disciples	 and	 proclaiming	 repentance	 and
forgiveness	 in	 Christ,	 we	 too	 are	 growing	 the
kingdom	of	God.	Just	as	Jesus	kept	His	focus	upon
proclaiming	 the	 good	 news	 of	 the	 kingdom	 (Luke
4:42-44),	so	must	we	understand	that	our	purpose	is
to	preach	the	gospel	and	make	disciples.
	
Knowing	 that	 Jesus	 has	 called	 each	 of	 us	 to	make
disciples	until	He	returns,	does	your	 life	reflect	this
command?	 If	 not,	 what	 are	 some	 specific	 reasons
that	keep	you	from	obeying	Jesus?
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OUR	BLESSED	HOPE
	
For	the	grace	of	God	has	appeared,	bringing
salvation	for	all	people,	training	us	to	renounce
ungodliness	and	worldly	passions,	and	to	live	self-
controlled,	upright,	and	godly	lives	in	the	present
age,	waiting	for	our	blessed	hope,	the	appearing	of
the	glory	of	our	great	God	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ.
(Titus	2:11-13	ESV)
	

Paul,	 writing	 to	 Titus,	 gives	 here	 a	 wondrous
summation	of	Jesus’	first	and	second	advent.	
	
He	 first	 states	 that	 in	Christ	 the	grace	of	God	has
come	 into	 the	 world,	 “bringing	 salvation	 for	 all
people.”	 By	 His	 death	 and	 resurrection,	 Jesus
redeemed	“us	from	all	lawlessness”	and	purified	us
for	Himself	as	“a	people	for	his	own	possession	who
are	 zealous	 for	good	works	 (v.	 14).”	 Indeed,	 Jesus
saved	 us,	 redeemed	us,	 purified	 us,	 and	 equips	 us
to	live	godly	lives.
	
But	Paul	also	claims	 that	 in	 the	midst	of	all	of	 this,
we	are	waiting	 for	our	blessed	hope.	He	describes
this	 hope	 as	 “the	 appearing	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 our
great	God	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ.”	
	
This	is	the	second	coming	of	Christ.	
	
In	 His	 first	 advent,	 Jesus	 came	 as	 a	 servant,
operating	 in	 a	behind-enemy-lines	manner	 that	 left
most	 of	 the	 Jews	 doubting	 that	He	was	 really	 the
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Messiah.	
	
Not	so	with	the	second	advent.	
	
Revelation	 19:11-21	 gives	 us	 a	 clearer	 picture	 of
Jesus’	 appearing	 in	 glory.	 Splitting	 the	 sky	 in	 two,
Christ	will	 come	back	 to	 earth	 upon	 a	white	 horse
with	the	armies	of	heaven	behind	Him.	
	
The	 Suffering	 Servant	 will	 establish	 His	 throne	 as
Eternal	King	in	the	clear	view	of	everyone.	
	
With	His	second	coming	Jesus	will	consummate	the
kingdom	that	He	inaugurated	with	His	first	coming.
	
Considering	also	1	Thessalonians	4:13-5:11,	 in	what
ways	 is	 the	 second	 coming	 of	 Christ	 your	 blessed
hope?
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DEATH	SHALL	BE	NO	MORE
	
He	will	wipe	away	every	tear	from	their	eyes,	and
death	shall	be	no	more,	neither	shall	there	be
mourning,	nor	crying,	nor	pain	anymore,	for	the
former	things	have	passed	away.	(Revelation	21:4)
	

The	final	 three	chapters	of	 the	Bible	are	absolutely
beautiful.	 They	 provide	 for	 us	 a	 description	 of	 our
eternal	 life	 with	 God.	 Following	 Christ’	 return	 and
the	day	of	judgment,	God	establishes	a	new	heaven
and	new	earth	where	we	will	dwell	with	Him	in	our
new	and	resurrected	bodies.	
	
Too	often,	we	think	of	heaven	as	being	an	ethereal
and	 spiritual	 place	 where	 we	 live	 like	 angels;
however,	 such	 thoughts	 are	 not	 founded	 upon
Scripture.	Instead,	we	are	told	that	our	eternity	will
be	spent	upon	the	new	earth	that	God	formed.	We
will	also	have	renewed	bodies	that	are	without	sin.
God	created	us	to	have	physical	bodies,	and	He	will
give	to	us	sinless,	resurrected	bodies	for	all	eternity.
	
All	of	this	 is	a	return	to	Eden,	a	testament	that	our
sin	did	not	have	the	final	word.
	
Revelation	20-22	is	the	reverse	ordering	of	Genesis
1-3.	
	
Death	enters	the	world	in	Genesis	3,	and	it	is	utterly
removed	 in	 Revelation	 20.	 And	 just	 as	 the	 Bible
began	 with	 two	 chapters	 of	 sinless	 and	 deathless
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life	 with	 God,	 so	 the	 Bible	 also	 ends	 with	 two
chapters	of	sinless	and	deathless	life	with	God.	
	
This	is	the	substance	of	our	hope	in	Christ’s	return:
that	 He	will	 finally,	 visibly,	 and	 completely	 remake
the	world	and	us,	forever	undoing	the	effects	of	sin,
evil,	and	death.	
	
Reading	 Revelation	 21:3-4,	 what	 will	 make	 our
eternal	 life	 full	 of	 joy	 and	 peace?	 What	 makes
heaven	heavenly?
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COME,	LORD	JESUS!
	
He	who	testifies	to	these	things	says,	“Surely	I	am
coming	soon.”	Amen.	Come,	Lord	Jesus!	The	grace
of	the	Lord	Jesus	be	with	all.	Amen.		(Revelation
22:20-21)
	

We	 now	 close	 our	 season	 of	Advent	with	 the	 final
words	of	the	Bible.	
	
Though	 being	 created	 good,	 the	 world	 was
devastated	 by	 the	 sin	 of	 humanity,	 but	 even	 from
the	beginning,	God	promised	to	 fix	everything.	He
promised	to	send	the	Messiah,	the	serpent-crushing
descendant	 of	 Abraham	 and	David.	We	 have	 seen
that	 Jesus	 was	 the	 perfect	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 Old
Testament	 prophesies,	 decisively	 defeating	 sin	 by
His	death	and	 resurrection.	Then	before	ascending
to	heaven,	Jesus	promised	to	return,	ushering	in	our
eternal	lives	with	Him.
	
This	 may	 be	 an	 obvious	 statement,	 but	 it’s	 worth
saying:	things	are	not	perfect.	The	world	is	broken,
fallen,	 and	 still	 in	 sin.	We	 only	 need	 to	 watch	 the
news	 to	 be	 reminded	 that	 things	 are	 not	 as	 they
should	be.	
	
It	 is,	therefore,	important	for	us	to	understand	that
while	Jesus’	saving	work	was	entirely	accomplished
by	 His	 death	 and	 resurrection,	 His	 renewing	 and
remaking	work	will	not	be	fully	seen	until	His	return.
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In	many	ways,	we	hopefully	wait	 for	 Jesus’	 second
coming	to	make	our	faith	sight.	Though	the	decisive
battle	 was	 won,	 we	 are	 still	 longing	 for	 the	 final
battle	against	sin	and	death	to	be	fought.	
	
Yet	our	waiting	is	not	to	be	spent	staring	up	at	the
sky	(Acts	1:11);	 instead,	we	are	to	faithfully	 live	out
the	 Jesus’	 Great	 Commission	 to	 us,	 expectantly
praying	along	with	John:	“Come,	Lord	Jesus!”	
	
Since	Christ	will	return	without	warning,	do	you	live
in	 such	 an	 obedient	 and	 faithful	 way	 that	 you	 can
expectantly	 pray	 alongside	 John:	 “Come,	 Lord
Jesus!”?
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